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Introduction to the day

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the
promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful
of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’'s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the
marriage feast of the Lamb.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and posted to our YouTube channel.
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy hame, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace
you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN My Lord, What a Morning (ELW 438)
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, what a morn - ing; oh,
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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I You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,
3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced
that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands
justice and righteousness in the community.

Areading from Amos.

®Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
Itis darkness, not light,
“as if someone fled from a lion
and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.
“’1s not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightnessin it?
“I hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
2 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them,
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
* Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
2 But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 70
"Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRD, make haste to help me.
? Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
°Let those who say to me “Ahal!” and gloat over me turn back because of their shame.
“ Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
°But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life
when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be
raised into everlasting life with Christ.

A reading from First Thessalonians.

S We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. '“ For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. ® For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we



who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. '® For the
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. ' Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. '® Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. ? Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. * When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them, “ but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. ° As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. ° But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” ’ Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. ® The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” ° But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” '° And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. "' Later the other
young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” "> But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’

¥ Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON Pastor Phil Hougen

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW244) See next page.
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I Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -ias  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rse, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, “God, in your mercy,” and the assembly responds, “hear our prayer.”

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping online,
options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is gathered,
the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page, as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (ELW 857) See next page.



http://www.wbbethany.org/
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Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, T love to sing your prais-es.

I'mso glad you'rein  my life, I'm so glad you came to save us.
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from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our
selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your
love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)

1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next
week. For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.wbbethany.org

OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today November 15
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Kami Poppen Mike Fryauf
Hospitality (Greeter) Del & Sue Hughes Alan & Claudia Beyer
Technology Kent Kaufman Paula Casper
Worship (Altar Care) Pat Cassabaum Pat Cassabaum
Food & Fellowship Stewardship Cake Opportunity to assist!
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SUPPORT THE MANY
MINISTRIES

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

-‘! OFFERING PLATE

Money can be placed in offering plate on
' Sunday morning or mailed to:
Bethany Lutheran Church Box 236, West
Branch, IA 52358.

ON-LINE DONATIONS -

Scan QR code with your phone
or visit our website

https://wbbethany.org. Click
on the blue “Give Now" button.

Stewardship Sunday

Thanks for your faithful generosity!

AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWAL

Q Sign up for the “Simply Giving” program for
automatic withdrawals from your account. |
s Contact blcsecretary@lcom.net

Please joing us for a celebration following worship
with cake in the fellowship hall.

MOBILE APP
/ Download the new Vanco Mobile App
" from your smartphone app store. Select
=H Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch,
IA and make your donation.

~ IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

Tax-free donation directly from an IRA to
ﬁ Bethany Lutheran Church
This is a tax-free way to give your required
minimum distributions from your IRA to charity.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license
#SB135727.

Gospel Acclamation (Celtic) (ELW 174): Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR
97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (ELW 857); Text and music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Capitol Christian Music Group. CCLI license #21117856 and CCLI
streaming license #21117849.

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United
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