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Introduction to the day

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission,
and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to
us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that
we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and posted to our YouTube channel.
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give
us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Oh God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)
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1 O God, who gives us  life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
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N ) s y p— L
)" A 1 1 1 1 | | - | | | I 1
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to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
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de - liv-er us from fears that kill the life we have from you.

when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir - it still is mak-ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of Ilove.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things
that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is
compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten
grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

Areading from Isaiah.

"1 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out awine vatinit;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have notdone init?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?
5 And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
8] will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
”For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 80:7-15

7 Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
°You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
'©The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
""You stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
2Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
3 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;
5 behold and tend this vine;

preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

A reading from Philippians.

[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: ® circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; © as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

”Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 2 More than that, | regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the
loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. °| want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, ' if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.  '>Not that | have
already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid
hold of me. ' Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '* | press on toward the goal, toward the prize of
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel with the hymn on the next page.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically,
bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug
awinepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 3 When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. * But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. % Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the
same way. ¥ Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’” ® But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *° So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *° Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” 4! They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and itis amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its
fruits. ¢ The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
4 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.
4 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands and sings the hymn on the next page.



HYMN OF THE DAY Faith Begins By Letting Go (ACS 1004)
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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tak -ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:
so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind -ing up the bro-ken parts;

pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit-ness to God’s grace.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
Each petition ends with, "Hear us, O God” and the people of God respond, “Your mercy is great”.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly is seated.



OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping online,
options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is gathered,
the people of God stand and sing the hymn below, as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good
things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn (see next page):
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The assembly is seated.




COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape

juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion
may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMNS
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
All Creatures, Worship God Most High (ELW 835)
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1 All crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462)
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I Now we join in cel - e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-'ly of God’s chil - dren,
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For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - vry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - t'ry,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed |us.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’n-ly glad - ness.
seck - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - ¢y till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

The assembly stands.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Thine the Amen (ELW 826) See next page.
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I Thine the  a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ty in the night no more dy -ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus -tice of thy ways
thine the v - er thine the tree then the Lamb ¢ - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh -ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on -1y  thee.
SENDING
Go in peace. Christis with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next
week. For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.wbbethany.org

OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today Oct 11

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Cheryl Boerjan Pat Cassabuam
Hospitality (Greeter) Kent & Beth Kaufman Howard & Terry Moss
Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor
Worship (Altar Care) Dave & Kami Poppen Dave & Kami Poppen
Food & Fellowship Jil Taylor Heidi Christensen
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Faith Forward Text Ministry

Land Acknowledgement

Twice each month, beginning soon, you will

receive a short text with a simple practice o

you can share together as a family, with

grandchildren, or individually. Bethany Lutheran is located on the original and
Short. Simple. Just small moments that help ancestral homelands of the Iowa, Sauk, Fox, Kickapoo
faith grow in Christ. and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we give thanks for
Sign up today! Use the QR Code. their presence here since time immemorial. We also
Or use this link:https://tinyurl.com/rs8r7kv wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings

who have and continue to call this land their home.
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You are loved! families passina faith on

APPRECIATION

— SUNDAY —
'OCTOBER 11

Come and worslu'ﬁ!

Come and give thanks g
for Heidi and Jill! o

We believegjthe'age to begin is a discussion
between parent(s), child;and pastor.
Typical age of instruction generally is third grade.
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