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GIVE GOD 10

Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don't do
what they say reveals surprises in the reign of
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while
God offers repentance and new life. Paul
urges us to look to Christ as a model of
humility, putting the interests of others above
our own. Nourished by the broken bread and
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of
our needy world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of love, giver of life, you know our
frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things
that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

e With which son do you relate? Why?
* Where do you see grace at in this parable?
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12),
Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by
the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of
the temple.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I1 will
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then |
will also tell you by what authority | do these things. 25 Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven, he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin, we are afraid of the
crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
| tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today’
29 He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind
and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the
same, and he answered, ‘1 go, sir; but he did not go. s1 Which
of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 2 For John came to you in the way of righteousness,
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did
not change your minds and believe him.”
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