
Gather. Grow. Go. 
In Christ. 

Wednesday Faith Formation • Grades 3–8 • Fall 2026 

Dear Parents, 

As we look forward to another year of Wednesday Faith Formation, we are excited to share some 
changes for the coming year after reflection on how we can best help our children and youth grow 
as disciples of Jesus Christ while also recognizing the changing schedules and demands many 
families face today  

Our hope is to create an evening where children and youth practice the rhythms of the Christian life 
together and continue to grow in faith beyond Sunday. These rhythms are rooted in Scripture, 
centered in Jesus Christ, and flow from the promises God first made to us in Holy Baptism.  

What's New This Year? 

New Schedule 

Faith Formation will now meet every other Wednesday from 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

This schedule provides greater flexibility for families while allowing us more time together each 
evening. 

Fall Schedule 

• September 9  
• September 23  
• October 7  
• October 28  
• November 4  
• November 18  
• December 2  
• December 16  

Please Note: Kindergarten–8th Grade Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for October 21, 
resulting in back-to-back Faith Formation gatherings on October 28 and November 4. 

Meal 

Our evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a prayer before sharing a meal together. 

We understand not every child or youth will be able to arrive by 6:00. The meal will be available until 
approximately 6:20 p.m., and students are welcome to join us as they are able. 

 



• First gathering each month: Pizza (provided by Bethany Lutheran Church)  
• Second gathering each month: A simple meal prepared and served by parent volunteers 

The final two Faith Formation gatherings last spring included a shared meal, and the response from 
both children and parents was positive. Gathering around the table helps us build relationships, 
share conversation, and begin our evening together as a community of faith. 

Pastor Chad, Amber, and Scott will coordinate the pizza dinner. We are asking parents to provide, 
prepare and serve the second meal of the month. We envision families partnering together to make 
it more manageable.  

Confirmation 

Beginning this year, 6th grade students will begin Confirmation, creating a three-year Confirmation 
program (Grades 6–8). 

This change allows students more time to grow in faith while also creating balanced class sizes. 

Teachers 

• Grades 3–5: Amber & Scott Marsh 
• Confirmation (Grades 6–8): Pastor Chad and the potential of a lay leader 

A Typical Evening 

6:00–6:20 p.m. 
Prayer and Meal 

6:20 p.m. 
Whole-Group Gathering 

• Scripture  
• Prayer  
• Group activity  

Following the Opening Gathering 

Small Group Classes 

• Grades 3–5  
• Confirmation (Grades 6–8)  

Closing 

Each evening concludes as the whole group gathers in the worship space around the baptismal 
font with prayer, blessing, and sending. 



The following guiding principles will help shape our life together each Wednesday evening. They 
reflect the life of the early church, the promises of Holy Baptism, and Jesus' call to follow him as his 
disciples. 

When Jesus Gathers Us... 

• We worship together. (Hebrews 10:24–25)  
• We pray together. (Matthew 6:9–13; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18)  
• We read the Bible together. (Acts 2:42; 2 Timothy 3:16–17)  
• We eat together. (Acts 2:42, 46; Luke 24:30–35)  
• We share our stories together. (Deuteronomy 6:4–9; Psalm 78:4–7)  
• We care for and encourage one another. (Hebrews 10:24–25; 1 Thessalonians 5:11)  
• We serve together. (Mark 10:42–45; Ephesians 2:10)  

Jesus sends us into the world with his blessing. 
(Matthew 28:18–20; Matthew 5:14–16) 

Upon review of these proposed changes, please contact us with any questions you may have.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Chad, Amber and Scott 
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