
 
 

August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of 
Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus 
heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the 
margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and 
justice for those in need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and posted to our YouTube channel. 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE  
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

 

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give 
us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN God, We Gather as Your People (ACS 1038) See next page. 



 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son 
to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 The assembly is seated. 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.    

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and 
obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1 Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 67 
 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.   
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 
disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

A reading from Romans. 
 



[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also, they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)  

 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15:21-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. 
Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him 
for help. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she 
keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came 
and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it 
to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then 
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
from that moment. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
SERMON            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The assembly stands. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Build a Longer Table (ACS 1062) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of creation. 
Each petition ends with, "God of grace” and the people of God respond, “Hear our prayer”.  
 

Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping online, 
options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is gathered, 
the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good 
things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The assembly is seated. 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus Christ 
is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives 
our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in 
service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Bread, One Body (ELW 496) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For the Bread Which You Have Broken (ELW 494) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The assembly stands. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) 

 
SENDING 
Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS 
 

Ministers of: Today Aug 23rd 
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 
Proclamation (Lector) Wayne Frauenholtz Dave Bahnsen 
Hospitality (Greeter) Anne Fetzer  Del & Sue Hughes 
Technology  Darla & Kevin Crosthwaite Paula Casper 
Worship (Altar Care) Paula Casper Paula Casper 
Food & Fellowship Beth & Kent Kaufman Jill Taylor 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next 

week. For more information about our life  in Christ, visit: 
www.wbbethany.org 
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FAITH FORWARD — SMALL MOMENTS. GROWING FAITH. 

Faith formation doesn't have to happen only at church. Faith happens beyond Sunday — around the dinner table, in the 
car, on a walk, at the grocery store, and in the ordinary moments of family life. 

This fall, your Faith Forward team is beginning a new text ministry designed to help families practice faith together 
wherever they are. And it’s not just for families! It’s for anyone. Grandparents. Aunts and Uncles. Baptismal sponsors. 
Mentors. Anyone who wants to grow in faith with others. 

Twice each month, we'll send a short text with a simple idea you can do together. Pray. Read Scripture. Talk about faith. 

Serve others. Share a meal. Sometimes it may take only a minute or two.  

No homework. No lengthy lessons. No added meetings. Just small moments that help faith grow. 

Want to receive Faith Forward texts? Sign up today! Use the QR Code below or fill out a form on the table where you 
picked up your bulletin. 

 
Sign up here. 
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