
GIVE GOD 10

GIVE GOD 10
Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in
the world? In the parable of the wheat and the
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together
until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the
day that all creation will be set free from
bondage and suffering. Having both weeds
and wheat within us, we humbly place our
hope in the promises of God, and from the
Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of
justice and mercy.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care
for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who
live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43

JULY 19, 2026

Introduction and prayer of the day from
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license # SB135727.
Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Using a modern image, what might be a
parable of the kingdom of heaven you
would use to describe it to someone?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and
evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers
and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat
and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master,
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to
go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 
Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.’ ”

   36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And
his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
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