
GIVE GOD 10

GIVE GOD 10
Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

God’s word is like the rain that waters the
earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like
the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately.
Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth.
Even from what appears to be little, dormant,
or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s
table we are fed with the bread of life, that we
may bear fruit in the world.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in
us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live
according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23

JULY 12, 2026

Introduction and prayer of the day from
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license # SB135727.
Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

What is the seed that is sown? 
How do the word continue to grow in you
and help foster your faith?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the
seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that
“the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces
different results in those who hear.

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If
you have ears, hear!”

   18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it,
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person
has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”
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