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May 24,2026
Day of Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount
Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and
among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds
us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our website and YouTube page.
The camera captures anvone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The people of God stand and face the entrance of the worship space.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, Holy Spirit,
with your language of wonder:
so we may mingle our words together
to scatter the gospel of grace to all around us.
Come, Holy Spirit,
with the music of your heart:
so we may sing songs filled with memories,
and listen to the new carols sung by children.
Come, Holy Spirit,
to rattle the windows of our souls:
to burst through the closed doors of our hearts,
and dance with us in the fire of renewal.
Come, Holy Spirit, we pray!
Come, Holy Spirit, to us this day!

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (ELW 401)
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Njo - o kwe -tu, Ro-ho mwe-ma, M - fa-ri -ji we - tu.
1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash-ion us all a - new.

Come to teach us, cometo nour -ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 Guide our think-ing and our spcak-ing done in your ho -ly  name.
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Tu - fu- ndi- she ya mbi- ngu - ni, tw - we wa-tu wa - pya.

It’s your lead-ing  that we're need-ing, help us to fol - low you.
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.

Mo - ti- vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.



Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we

may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By

grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri - e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peace in our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that

friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
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wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
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we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the
light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit
being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the
festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection.

Areading from Acts.

"When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. ? And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. ° Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. * All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

> Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. ' Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? ® And how is it that
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, "' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” '? All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” '® But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

4 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say. '° Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it
is only nine o’clock in the morning. '® No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

7“In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. '® Even
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.’ And |
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.?° The sun
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.?' Then
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b
?*How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
*Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
“There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
2’ AUl of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
“You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.



2When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
“You send forth your Spirit, and they are created,;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
“' May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LoRb, rejoice in all your works.
*2You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
* | will sing to the LORD as long as | live;
I will praise my God while | have my being.
% May these words of mine please God.
| will rejoice in the LORD.
%" Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

Paulis helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created
diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all.
We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the
common good.

A reading from First Corinthians.

*No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are varieties of services but the same
Lord, ® and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. ' To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ® To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '° to another the working of powerful deeds, to another
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation
of tongues. " All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the
Spirit chooses.

?For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. ' For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-23

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m

'“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?' Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ?> When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ° If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396)

0w Refrain
)" A . TN I f I I — } i i
/N2 P S S S I o B
Y= ¢ A
Spir - i, Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a  hill,
4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:
and when they were blind - ed with 1 - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - 'y you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see Vvi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
Refrain
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o -pen their cyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . . bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
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peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. = When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

BLESSING

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400)
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I God of tem - pest, God of whirl - wind, as on Pen - te -
2 God of blaz - ing, God of burn - ing, all  that blocks your
3 God of earth - quake, God of thun - der, shake us loose from
4 God of pas - sion, God un - sleep - ing, stir in us love’s
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cost de - scend! Drive us out from shel - tered com -fort;
pur - pose, purge!  Through your church, Christ’s liv. - ing  Bod -y,
leth - ar - gy! Break the chains of sin a - sun - der,
rest - less - ness! Where the peo - ple cry in an - guish,
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,
let your flam -ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals in - jus - tice,
for carth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;
may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con-tent with e - vil;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle wus to speak your truth, kin - dle us to speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us onec in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship

Y

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org
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OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today May 31
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Alan Beyer Cheryl Boerjan
Technology Kent Kaufman Paula Casper
Hospitality Stacy Beyer Wayne Frauenholtz
Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Del & Sue Hughes
Food & Fellowship Needed Please sign up!

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

VA GBATFA

To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others
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