UNBIND HIM,

AND

LET HIM GO

JOHN 11:44

March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel
prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to
new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our
baptism.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our website.
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of heaven and earth,

you come in close and make us yours.

Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin,
embrace your forgiveness,

and seek the way you set before us in your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty in our heart, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

forgive us.

Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free.
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.
We were silent when we should have said something.
We were still when we know we should have moved.
For the wrong we have done,

for the good we have failed to do,

have mercy on us,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People of God, look to the Son,

given to heal you and set you free
because God loved the world so much.
In the name of - Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

Take hold of life — eternal life!

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) See next page.
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser- vants,bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur- dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser-vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrnst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate  in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your
Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again
in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know
that “l am the LORD.”

A reading from Ezekiel.

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ? He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and
they were very dry. ° He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “ Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ° Thus says
the Lord GoD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ° | will lay sinews on you and will
cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. ¢ | looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '° | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

""Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ '? Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord Gop: |
am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the
land of Israel. " And you shall know that | am the LORD when | open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. “ 1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then
you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130

"Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;

20 Lorbp, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

*If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LorD, who could stand?

“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

°| wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

¢ For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions
and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the
dead and will also raise us from the dead.

Areading from Romans.

5To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ¢ and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. "' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
N . .
A — — . _i i ——— —p—1—
a==ses = ———=-—-

slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend
out of the tomb and restores him to life.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. ? Mary was the one
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus wasiill. ® So the sisters
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love isill.” “ But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not
lead to death; rather, itis for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, °© after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. '° But
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” "' After saying this, he told them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” ' The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will be all right.” '® Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. '“ Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '° For your sake | am glad | was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

7When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '? and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. ?° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at



home. °" Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. * But even now |
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” % Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha
said to him, “l know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” * Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *° and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ? She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

“8\When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” ° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had not
yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with her in the
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *° Jesus began to weep. *° So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” ¥ But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. *? Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” “° Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” *' So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank
you for having heard me. “* | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” “* When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” “* The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrappedin a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

“ Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY OAh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- cious Mas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” below.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)

Refrain
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may I be like you.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone,

but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts,

which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,

and claimed us as children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor

and give you + peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN O God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)
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1 O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 O God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:
to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we  dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er wus from fears that kill the life we have from you.
when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Helpus to know your Spir - it still is mak - ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.



DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.

i C( 0@1/’%/0’9'“ For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org
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OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today March 29t
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Patsy Ernst Jill Barnhart
Technology Jill Taylor Dale Swenson
Hospitality Del & Sue Hughes Alan & Claudia Beyer
Worship (Altar Care) Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst
Food & Fellowship Vicky & Jenna Phil & Diane Hougen

Land Acknowledgement
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Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
E Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
To grow so deep in Christ give thanks for their presence here since time
through worship, education, and immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
JRleWsNIp that e gelearate Oy 3 | honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and

reaching out to others. .
8 continue to call this land their home.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712); Text © 1961 Oxford University PressArr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727. OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 205); Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-
726405 streaming license.

Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801); Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services. CCLI

O Lord, Hear My Prayer (ELW 751); Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

O God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086); Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net
A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org

