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Introduction to the day

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel
Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children
of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life.
From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our website.
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of heaven and earth,

you come in close and make us yours.

Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin,
embrace your forgiveness,

and seek the way you set before us in your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty in our heart, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

forgive us.

Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free.
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet.
We were silent when we should have said something.
We were still when we know we should have moved.
For the wrong we have done,

for the good we have failed to do,

have mercy on us,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People of God, look to the Son,

given to heal you and set you free
because God loved the world so much.
In the name of * Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

Take hold of life — eternal life!

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Oh Love, How Deep (ELW 322) See next page.
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I Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how  high, be - yond all
2 God sent no an - gel to  our race, of high - er
3 For us bap - tized,  for us  he bore his ho - ly
4 For us he prayed; for us he taught;  for us his
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God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake!
hu - man frame, in Chrst our Lord to  this world came.
sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
ac - tions  thus still  seek - ing not him - self, but us.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed  thus!”
3 Je - susis wor-thy to re-ceive hon - or and pow’r di - vine;

4 Let allcre-a-tion join in one to blessthe sa-cred name
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ten thou-sand thou-sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.

“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for  us!”
and bless-ings,more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
of God who sits up -on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may Lift up your life to all the world through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would gain a

blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great
reputation.

Areading from Genesis.



' The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will
show you. ? | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”

“2So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121
"1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
*The LorD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“ Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
°the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
°the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
’The LORD will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
®The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5,13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a
reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

Areading from Romans.

"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? ? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. ° For what does the scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. ° But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly,
such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

¥ For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. ' For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. " For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

'S For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(who is the father of all of us, ' as itis written, “l| have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL READING: John 3:1-17
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life
in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ? He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” ® Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.” “ Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. * What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what
is born of the Spirit is spirit. ” Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ® Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '° Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

T“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive
our testimony. " If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? "® No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. ' And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, '® that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

'S “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY Come to the Water of Life (ACS 955)
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal -ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
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love; all who are thirst -y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst-y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst-y for peace, for jus - tice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
Each petition ends with, "Hear us, O God.” The people of God respond, "Your mercy is great."”

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your whole
creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.



OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)

Refrain
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Mold me and make  me; this is what I pray.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


http://www.wbbethany.org/
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenantin my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christis their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ



forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion
may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONGS
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

J

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

¢ - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

We are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451)

I We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa - ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.

in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . .. A - men.



All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)
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All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.

1
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a  wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1li - ness and long - ing. Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor

and give you  peace.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)

1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di - vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:

this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again
next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,

Warm

A
WELCOME

visit: www.wbbethany.org

To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others.
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OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today March 8"
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Phil Hougen Brad Kinsinger
Hospitality (Greeter) Heidi Christensen Patsy Ernst
Technology Darla & Kevin Crosthwaite Dave Poppen
Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper
Food & Fellowship Sue & Del Hughes Please sign up!

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home. Join us this Wednesday for dinner from 6:15-

7:00 PM. Following dinner will be a short service
of prayer around the cross. We will also gather
March 11 and 25. Invite a friend and come for
some food, fellowship, and reflection.
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