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ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 25, 2026 following worship.
Please mark your calendar. Your participation is greatly appreciated. A copy of Newsletter
the invitation letter from council president Courtney Heid can be viewed here.
Our Constitution states we must have 30 voting members present in order to - ”4
have a quorum. "Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed
members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have
communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record CONTACT US
to this congregation.” €C8.02.c of our Constitution.
Bethany Lutheran Church
235 South 2 St.
PO Box 236
West Branch, IA 52358
(319) 643-5998

GIVE GOD 10

Take 10 minutes to read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on

a couple questions alone or together. Access upcoming

copies now. Pastor Chad Whaley
pastor@wbbethany.org
BIRTHDAYS Heidi Christensen
Administrative Assistant
DECEMBER 29-JANUARY 11
blcsecretary@lcom.net
Since there has not been a weekly newsletter for two weeks, this Office hours: Tuesday &
newsletter contains birthdays during that time span. Thursday 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
12/31 Jon Twing 01/09 Hallie Fitzgerald Find us on Facebook
. . Bethany Lutheran Church
01/02 Charlie Casady 01/11 Tonya Lovetinsky (ELCA) West Branch
01/08 Hayden Miller

If your birthday is not listed, please contact Heidi so we can update our

member database COUNCIL MINUTES
Remember, council minutes can
H: A F«,’ B I; R T H l) A;\ be viewed on our website. In the

. ° /
" o4l @ g black menu bar on the home
’é S o S0 8 é page, click “Council Minutes".
k \ Visit our online calendar.



https://wbbethany.org/
https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=13
https://wbbethany.org/
https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=9202
https://wbbethany.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Pesident-Inviatation-for-Meeting.pdf
https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=9128
https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=9128

SOUTHEASTERN IOWA SYNOD NEWS

(\% \' Southeastern Iowa

Stay informed about events and happenings

'/é EVANGELICALiTTERr:lN SUEH IN AMERICA Wlthln the SOUtheaStern |Owa SynOd by
\/ / subscribing to their weekly newsletter.

SUNDAY SCHOOL WEDNESDAY FAITH FORMATION

f.
PreK-Grade 2 January Schedule 'j‘ff Q,
Y) pn—am )
Class Time: 8:30-9:15 AM

Grades 3-8 January Schedule
Class Time: 6:30-7:30 PM

o
[

\- Children & Youth E

January 11 Ministry January 7
January 25 ﬁi ﬂ January 14
January 21
January 28
Y
MONETARY GIFTS REPORT
November 2025 Actual Budget Year to Date Actual Budget
Total Gifts $21,866 $14,808 Total Gifts $171,928 $162,892
Total Expenses $14,161 $14,792 Total Expenses $166,549 $162,928
Net Revenue $7,705 Net Revenue $5,379

Thank you for your faithful and generous gifts that sustain our ministries!

Give Online Now

v
JANUARY MINISTRY ASSISTANTS

Minister of Proclamation (Lector) EVHN S & Hospitality (Greeter) Minister of Technology
1/11 - Bruce Jeffries 1/11 - Del & Sue Hughes 1/11 - Kevin & Darla Crosthwaite

1/18 - Beth Kaufman 1/18 - Kent & Beth Kaufman 1/18 - Jill Taylor
1/25 - Alan Beyer 1/25 - Nancy Bruns 1/25 - Dale Swenson

Minister of Altar Care Thanks Fen Minister of Food & Fellowship
1/11 - Patsy Ernst & Paula

Heidi Christensen yﬁw& HC&Z c
asper

1/18 - Needed
1/25 - Needed



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YXC8/home
https://www.seiasynod.org/news

2025 FOOD PANTRY YEAR-END REVIEW

This past year we delivered 306 bags of food and items not
covered by SNAP (such as hygiene products, paper products,
detergents and soaps), 4 giant packages of paper towels and
toilet paper, 15 large boxes of canned goods, and 6 flats of

canned goods. These deliveries were made by 11 Bethany N i-@@
volunteers. 5 L

The Pantry is open the first, second, and fourth Tuesday of each month, as well as the third Saturday of each
month. The average number of families that used the pantry each week was 20-30 (a family can be 1-8 people).
During the month and a half long government shutdown, the use increased to 40 families a week. The pantry
now has a list of 28 active volunteers that help sort and shelve donated food, as well as individuals and groups
that show up to help when needed.

Food Pantry Director Deb Patty said the following: “We appreciate Bethany Lutheran Church being our official
drop off location and transporting the donations to the pantry - this is an amazing help for us.” She went on to
say: “This Christmas season | had multiple families come forward to express their thanks and tell me that they
don't know what they would do without the pantry.”

Many thanks to the members of Bethany for your continued support, and to the Bethany volunteers that sort
and deliver the food monthly.

ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE - WEEK OF CHRISTIAN UNITY

Join Bishop Amy Current of the Southeastern lowa Synod, Bishop Betsey Monnot

7
“,‘ of the Episcopal Diocese of lowa, and Bishop William Joensen of the Catholic

Diocese of Des Moines for a celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
The three bishops will lead an ecumenical prayer service at 7:00 PM on Saturday,
P R%f: %E)%R S January 24, 2026 at Windsor Heights Lutheran Church. A time a fellowship will

follow worship. All are welcome! Learn more here.

2026 NATIONAL DAY OF RACIAL HEALING

The ELCA, in partnership with Augsburg Fortress, will observe the 2026 National Day of Racial Healing (NDORH)
with a free evening program on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 6-8 p.m. Central time:

“Just Us Narratives: A Night of Centering Multiracial Voices Across the ELCA”
Online and in person at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Naperville, Ill.

Online attendees: No registration is required. A link to join virtually will be available on the ELCA website.

\ Visit our online calendar.
)\


https://wbbethany.org/?page_id=13
https://www.seiasynod.org/events/prayer-service-2026
https://www.elca.org/org-events/2026-national-day-of-racial-healing

