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GIVE GOD 10

Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the
desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of
our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church
Lent was a time of intense preparation for
those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This
catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at
the heart of our Lenten journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s
mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish
us for the days ahead.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, our strength, the struggle
between good and evil rages within and
around us, and the devil and all the forces
that defy you tempt us with empty
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word,
and when we fall, raise us again and
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 4:1-11

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is
imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God'’s reign
and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples.

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tested by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterward he was famished. sThe tempter came and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” s But he answered, “It is
written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God."”

s Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him
on the pinnacle of the temple, ssaying to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord
your God to the test."”

g Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, o
and he said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” 1oThen Jesus said to him, “Away
with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him."”
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and
waited on him.
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FAITH CONVERSATION
STARTERS/REFLECTION QUESTIONS

* One way | might be an instrument of God’s
peace and love this week is...

* Do you ever feel tested by the devil? If so,
how does faith help you?



