The desert shall
rejoice

and
blossom

ISAIAH 35:1

December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and
Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the
Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in
silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE / LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
CHOIR SONG “We Have Come into His House”
WELCOME
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

INTRODUCTION TO ITEMS INTO WORSHIP SPACE

PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would
blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as we light the candles on this

wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for he
is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

Amen.

Following the prayer, two blue candles and one pink candle are lit as the assembly stands and sings verses 1-3 of
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”(ELW 240).

—
1 Light one can-dle to watchfor Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, -+ one God,

alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.

We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

Arighteous branch springs forth:

itis Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,



receive the grace and forgiveness of God

through +F Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before prayer.
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by
grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
CHOIR ANTHEM “An Advent Question”
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign
will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is
coming to save.

A reading from Isaiah.

' The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus ? it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
¥ Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
“ Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
°Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened,;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
“the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;



the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
¢ A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it

but it shall be for God’s people;

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
?No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,

but the redeemed shall walk there.
' And the ransomed of the LORD shall return

and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 146:5-10

°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
“who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
®The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LoRD loves the righteous.
?The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
'“The Lorp shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

A reading from James.

’ Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. ® You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '° As an example of suffering and
patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Lord, we sing

for

the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God'’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he
wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God'’s reign is indeed being
fulfilled already through healing and restoration.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples ® and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” * Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see: ° the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at
me.”

’ As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet. '’ This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.” ' “Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Joy To The World (ELW 267) See next page.
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HOLY BAPTISM

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By
water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with
all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the
life of the world.

The pastor addresses the sponsors who present Wesley and Jay for Baptism.
Do you present Wesley and Jay to the Sacrament of Holy Baptism?
We present them for baptism.

The pastor addresses the parents.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Wesley and Jay baptized into
Christ?

We do.

As you bring them to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,

bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in their hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture them in faith and prayer,

so that they may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help them grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.



The pastor addresses the sponsors.

Do you promise to nurture them in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

We do.

The pastor addresses the assembly.
People of God, do you promise to support Wesley and Jay and pray for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The pastor addresses all gathered.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,

and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood, you delivered Noah and his family,
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who



are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

BAPTISM

Wesley Richard Strong and Jay Maxwell Strong, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Wesley and Jay with the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

The pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.

Wesley and Jay, children of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the = cross of Christ
forever.

Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to a parent or sponsor by a representative of the congregation.
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

The assembly stands.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the
nations, and the whole creation.

Each petition ends with, "God of grace.” Those worshipping respond with, “Hear Our Prayer.”

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ,
Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping online,
options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is gathered,
the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page as the gifts are brought forward.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN God Welcomes All (ACS 978) Sing twice.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation and with them our very lives. Teach
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

SENDING HYMN All Earth Is Hopeful (ELW 266) See next page.
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BLESSING

May God direct your ways in peace,

make you abound in love for one another and for all,

and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christis with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today December 215t
Music Jil Barnhart JilBarnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Jil Barnhart Jon Twing
Hospitality (Greeter) Alan & Claudia Beyer Nancy Bruns
Technology Jill Taylor Dale Swenson
Worship (Altar Care) Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop
Food & Fellowship Heidi Christensen Please sign up!

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again
next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,

visit: www.wbbethany.org

Sunday, Becember 21 5:00 and 7:00 PM
9:30 am

lory to God, in the highest, Ond on eanth peace, goodusill towand, all!”
Luke 2.14

n\lllw 7 WA !

5:00 PM streamed live on Facebook
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Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox, Kickapoo
and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we give thanks for
their presence here since time immemorial. We also
wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings
who have and continue to call this land their home.
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SUPPORT THE MANY
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MINISTRIES

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

OFFERING PLATE

Money can be placed in offering plate on
Sunday morning or mailed to:

Bethany Lutheran Church Box 236, West
Branch, IA 52358.

ON-LINE DONATIONS

Scan QR code with your phone
or visit our website

https://wbbethany.org. Click
on the blue “Give Now"” button.

AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWAL

Sign up for the “Simply Giving” program for
automatic withdrawals from your account.
Contact blcsecretary@lcom.net

MOBILE APP

Download the new Vanco Mobile App

from your smartphone app store. Select
Bethany Lutheran Church, West Branch,

IA and make your donation.

— IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

Bethany Lutheran Church

ﬁ Tax-free donation directly from an IRA to

This is a tax-free way to give your required
minimum distributions from your IRA to charity.




