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GIVE GOD 10

Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas,
our gospel today confronts us with the death
of innocent children at the hands of Herod.
The birth of Christ does not remove the power
of evil from our world, but its light gives us
hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents”
of past generations and today who have
suffered unjustly. In our gathering around
word and meal, God continues to redeem us,
lift us up, and carry us as in days of old.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place
our trust in our own powers. As you
protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and
all the needy from harm and adversity,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FAITH CONVERSATION
STARTERS/REFLECTION QUESTIONS

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 2:13-23

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant
Jesus from the jealousy of Herod.

13Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” 14aThen Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt isand remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt | have
called my son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi,
he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in
and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17
Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah
was fulfilled:

18"A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up,
take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the
district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called

e Why do you think Herod wanted to destroy Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the

Jesus?
e How was God at work in this story?
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prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”




