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GIVE GOD 10

Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light
of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light
of the long-promised king will illumine the
world and bring endless peace and justice.
Paul reminds us that the grace of God through
Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The
angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and
joyful news for everyone, including lowly
shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in
our lives, we go forth to share the light of
Christ with the whole world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
With your abundant grace and might, free
us from the sin that hinders our faith, that
eagerly we may receive your promises, for
you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FAITH CONVERSATION
STARTERS/REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¢ How do you know “God is with us?”
* How do you think Joseph felt when the angel
appeared to him?
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 1:18-25

Matthew's story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who
adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and
obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned
to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

23"Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,
“God is with us.” 22When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his
wife 2sbut had no marital relations with her until she had
given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
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