
GIVE GOD 10

GIVE GOD 10
Here is a quick way to prepare for Sunday
worship during the week. Take 10 minutes
to read the Sunday Gospel lesson below.
The introduction to the day, prayer of the
day, and faith conversation starter/
reflection questions are also included.

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s
worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the
unexpected and transforming signs of God’s
reign. We wait with patience for the coming of
the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence
among us this day: in word and holy supper, in
church and in our homes, in silent reflection and
in works of justice and love. We pray that God
would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

PRAYER OF THE DAY

One way you saw God at work in the world this
past week was...

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord
God, and strengthen our faith in your
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may
walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 11:2-11
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment
upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders
whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response
indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already
through healing and restoration.

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he
sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin
disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”
  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look
at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear
soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 
This is the one about whom it is written,
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
 who will prepare your way before you.’
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has
arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
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