September 28, 2025
16th Sunday After Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware)
is an essential component of good stewardship. Itis in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It
is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death
grip of greed.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN To Be Your Presence (ELW 546)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni - oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the
treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God speaks to

FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because
God'’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile

when judgment comes.
A reading from Amos.

"\Woe to those who are at ease in Zion

The assembly is seated.
WORD

us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria.

“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock



and calves from the stall,
®who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp

and like David improvise on instruments of music,
Swho drink wine from bowls

and anoint themselves with the finest oils

but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
"Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,

and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 146
" Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
21 will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
*Put not your trustin rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
“who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
®The LoORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LoRD loves the righteous.
?The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
'“The LorpD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His priorities
will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.

Areading from First Timothy.

¢ Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, ’ for we brought nothing into the
world, so that we can take nothing out of it, ® but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. ° But
those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. '° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their
eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

" But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance,
gentleness. '? Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. '?In the presence of God, who gives life to all
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge
you " to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

">which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords. ° It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.



7 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. ' They are to
do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, '° thus storing up for themselves the treasure of
a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it
clear that this ethic of merciful reversalis not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. ?° And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, ?' who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. * The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. % In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. *“ He
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, for | am in agony in these flames.’ ° But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in
agony. “° Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ >’ He said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to
send him to my father’s house ® for | have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come
into this place of torment.” ?° Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to

them.’ *° He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ *' He said to
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from
the dead.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY Build a Longer Table (ACS 1062)
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long - er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
[ Q + I = T t T  — T ]
- e e — I na — m—— I
1 | | O | |  I— = & ]
J = — '  ——
feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing the hymn on the next page, “Hear Our
Prayer” (ELW 178).
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peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). After the offering is gathered, the
people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need following the example of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as itis in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)
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1 My soul cries out with a  joy - ful shout that the
2 Though I am smal, my... God, my all, you . . .
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on  stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - ¢y must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev-ry ty - rant ... from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no more,  for the
This sav. - ing word that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak-ness you did not  spumn, so from cast to  west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
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name  be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a-bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world 1is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a - way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.



DISMISSAL
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

OUR MINISTRY ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today October 5
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Al Beyer Beth Kaufman
Technology Dale Swenson Kent Kaufman
Hospitality Del & Sue Hughes Al & Claudia Beyer
Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Dave & Kami Poppen
Food & Fellowship Al & Claudia Beyer Stacy & Asher
v o Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
o W
\ v ""-'ﬁg - w 12 stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Pleasejoin us again next week.
s AL For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:
' AJ‘ --‘ www.whbethany.org
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FOOD | FAITH | FUN

PLAN TO JOIN US!
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