VHERE YOUR
TREASUR

August 10, 2025
Nineth Sunday After Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Jesus says, “Itis your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to
Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s
baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES/RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel -come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice is con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray;
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned Tre - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - n - oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - i - ly; for
wa - fter and the word,; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out . .. .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of
your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants will
number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God'’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.

Areading from Genesis.

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield;
your reward shall be very great.” ? But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ° And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave
born in my house is to be my heir.” “ But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no
one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ® He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and



count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he
believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 33:12-22
'2Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
“The LorD looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
“ God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
> God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
'® Aking is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
”The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
8 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
9 to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20Qur innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.
2! Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.
22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and trustin
God'’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

Areading from Hebrews.

" Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ? Indeed, by faith our ancestors
received approval. ° By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible.

¢ By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance,
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '’ For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. "' By faith, with Sarah’s
involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful
who had promised. '* Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, '“ for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. '* If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return. '° But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God'’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear,
those who know God'’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] * “Do not be afraid, little flock, for itis your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. ** Sell
your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. ** For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

% “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; * be like those who are waiting for their master to return
from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. *’ Blessed
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. ** If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

% “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have
let his house be broken into. “° You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON Pastor Paul Ostrem
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY How Great Thou Art (ELW 856) See next page.
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Lord my God, when I in awe-some won-der  con-sid-er
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2 When through the woods and for - est glades I ~ wan-der, [ hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all the works thy hand hath made, [ scc the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly

home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni-verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
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Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
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thee, how great thou art! How great thou  art!
APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178)
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
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peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956
Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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Re-a - mo le - bo-ga, re-a - mo le - bo - ga,
To God our thanks we give, to God our thanks we give,
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re-a - mo le - bo - ga mo-di - mo wa ro - na.
to God our thanks we give, our thanks to God  we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer (ELW 618)
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2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain where the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me

fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav -en, bread of heav -en,

all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - rer, strong de - liv - 'rer,
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.
DISMISSAL
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today August 17
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Brad Kinsinger Jon Twing
Technology Darla & Kevin Crosthwaite Jill Taylor
Hospitality Kent & Beth Kaufman John & Linda Black
Worship (Altar Care) Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst Paula Casper & Patsy Ernst

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org

Thanle now
Thank you, Pastor Paul Ostrem, for your presence in leading
worship and proclaiming the good news with us this morning. /

God’s work. Our hands.
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To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others.
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Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.
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