
 

 
June 1, 2025  

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
Introduction to the day 
It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the 
ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we 
become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life 
forever with all the saints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE 
RINGING OF BELL 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  Choir Sings “Glorify Thy Name/Majesty” 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG In Christ There is No East or West (ELW 650) 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER CALL TO WORSHIP 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
We gather to celebrate the Easter promise. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 
Let us come and worship Him. 
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you command and desire 
what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 The assembly is seated. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Be Still, and Know That I Am God”  
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.    

 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34 
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for ordering the 
spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of 
the gospel to the jailer and his family. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These 
men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many 
days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 
  19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When they had brought them before the 
magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs that are 
not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had 
them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and 
saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the 
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 The 
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them 
outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family 
were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his 
entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  97 
 1 The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2 Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3 Fire goes before the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on every side. 
  
 



4 Lightnings light up the world; 
  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5 The mountains melt like wax 
  before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6 The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples see your glory.  
 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 
 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
  because of your judgments, O LORD. 
 9 For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 
  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10 You who love the LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
 11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
  and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with 
all who respond to this invitation. 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

12 “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
  14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the 
city by the gates. 
  16 “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
  20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)  

 
 

 
 



 

GOSPEL READING:  John 17:20-26 
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so 
identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this 
same unity. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world 
may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those 
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because 
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
  25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I 
made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be 
in them, and I in them.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON             
The assembly stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Come With Joy (ELW 482)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God responds, “Hear our prayer.” 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn belows as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

http://www.wbbethany.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m


who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 



COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing.  

COMMUNION SONG  

 

 

One Bread, One Body (ELW 496) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND SENDING 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us rejoice for Paula as she retires. 
We celebrate with you and give thanks to God for your faithful service. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, through your Holy Spirit you equip your people with many gifts to proclaim the good news of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. This morning, we give thanks for the ministry of Paula among the people of God in this place as 
she has assisted us to share in the ministry and mission of God in this place. Bless this time of ending and 
beginning as she retires from her call as our Administrative Assistant. As she has been a blessing to us in this 
role, so now send her forth to continue to bless us as a member of your church gathered in this place, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF LAY PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of loving service to our neighbor. 
Heidi, you come among us as one invited to render a particular service, a gift from God to inspire us to love and 
good works. 
 

Heidi, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new responsibility, in the confidence that 
it comes from God. 
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

People of God, will you receive Heidi into this ministry as one sent to serve in the church of Jesus Christ. 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let us pray. 
Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in the world and in your church, so you have called 
Heidi to this ministry as Administrative Assistant. Grant her joy and a spirit of bold trust, that her work may stir up 
each of us to a life of fruitful service; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
 

SENDING SONG Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884) 

 
BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today June 8 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Stacy Beyer Dave Bahnsen 

Hospitality (Greeter) Dave & Kami Poppen John & Laura Twing 

Technology  Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Jill Taylor 

Worship (Altar Care) Scott & Amber Marsh Scott & Amber Marsh 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org


Register for Vacation Bible School at: https://tinyurl.com/54em24r3 
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