
 

 
May 4, 2025  

Third Sunday of Easter 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
Introduction to the day 
The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the water (remembering 
baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. 
Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the 
Easter life to others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



 

PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EASTER CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
We gather to celebrate the Easter promise. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 
Let us come and worship Him. 
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be 
transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6  
Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading recounts the 
story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him 
for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  30 
 1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
 2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 
  and you restored me to health. 
 3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 4 Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 
  give thanks in holy remembrance.  
 5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 6 While I felt secure, I said, 
  “I shall never be disturbed. 
 7 You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 



 8 I cried to you, O LORD; 
  I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
 9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
 10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 
  O LORD, be my helper.”  
 11 You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
 12 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
  O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its center is 
“the Lamb who was slain.” 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
singing, 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)  

 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 21:1-19 
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the fishing 
and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 
night they caught nothing. 
  



4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said 
to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 
hundred yards off. 
  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full 
of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This 
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second 
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were 
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to 
go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow 
me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON             
The assembly stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (ELW 384)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751). 

 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m


 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing.  

COMMUNION SONG  

 

 
Come, Let Us Eat (ELW 491)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Go to the World (ACS 991) See next page.                                                         



 

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today May 11 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Dave Bahnsen Deb Anderson 

Hospitality (Greeter) Anne & Jamie Fetzer Wayne Frauenholtz 

Technology  Jill Taylor Dale Swenson 

Worship (Altar Care) Pat Cassabaum Pat Cassabaum 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
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