April 6, 2025
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing
Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his
transformation from the persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the
deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands and responds with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.

N
Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re-peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. PRAYER OF TH E DAY




Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be
transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage
through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and
through the wilderness in a new Exodus.

A reading from Isaiah.

'® Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,
7who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior; they lie down, they cannotrise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
'8 Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
9] am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches; for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,
21the people whom | formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 126

"When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3 The LoRD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
“ Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
®Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
5Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason than
most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul
to a new set of values.

A reading from Philippians.



Paul writes: * If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: ® circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; © as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

”Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. @ More than that, | regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered
the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. '° | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, " if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. '* Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this
one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, ™| press on toward the goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, 0 Lord.

READING: John 12:1-8
Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus
recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1-3Six days before Passover, Jesus entered Bethany where Lazarus, so recently raised from the dead, was living.
Lazarus and his sisters invited Jesus to dinner at their home. Martha served. Lazarus was one of those sitting at
the table with them. Mary came in with a jar of very expensive aromatic oils, anointed and massaged Jesus’ feet,
and then wiped them with her hair. The fragrance of the oils filled the house.

46 Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, even then getting ready to betray him, said, “Why wasn’t this oil sold and
the money given to the poor? It would have easily brought three hundred silver pieces.” He said this not because
he cared two cents about the poor but because he was a thief. He was in charge of their common funds, but also
embezzled them.

78 Jesus said, “Let her alone. She’s anticipating and honoring the day of my burial. You always have the poor with
you. You don’t always have me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.



SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life That | May Be (ELW 685)
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| Take my life, that 1 may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to  thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on -1y, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and bean - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

n | [ee——
2w I I | i I I |
& | | — | | — | | |
e — | —— f — ]
| A I | I et d | | é & b 1y 1
J \ —— & =
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
0 | pm— [—
"2 U e —— | e | — e

I
I
|
|

A2
T

[ 18
QL

e T 7 @

we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble

with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,


http://www.wbbethany.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,

heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenantin my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The assembly is seated.



COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christis their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion

may come forward for a blessing.
COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
In The Singing (ELW 466)
e .
DA . 1T} 1 1 | I | 1 | | I
| I Il | I | 1 N | | | I I
w—‘_ | [ [ | | P [ I
I ———" hd p —
) G—o
I In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,
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in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,

in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the cir-cle of your peo-ple,
Refrain
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the wine of grace;
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Bread of Life From Heaven (ELW 474)

Refrain
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cat this bread and drink this cup wun - til youcome a - gain.
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1 Break now the bread of Christ’'s sac - ri - fice; giv - ing
2 Seek not the food that will pass a - way; set  your
3 Love as the one who, in love  for  you, gave him -
4  Dwell in the one who now  dwells in you; make your
5  Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; eat  this
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thanks, hun-gry ones, gath-er round. Eat, all of you, and be
hearts on the food that en - dures. Come, learn the true and the
self for the life of the world. Come to the one who is
home in the life - giv-ing Word. Know on - ly Christ, Ho - ly
bread and be-lieve Eas-ter morn; trust his re-turn and, with
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sat - is - fied; in Christ’s pres - ence the loaves will a - bound.
liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and Dbe - lieve in the truth you have heard.
ev - 'ty breath, praisc the one in whom you are re - born.

Text: Susan R. Brichl, b. 1952

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, BREAK NOW THE BREAD; Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas
Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your

mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING SONG As the Sun with Longer Journey (ELW 618) See next page.
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As the sun with long-er jour - ney melts the win-ter’s snow and ice,
Through the days of wait-ing, watch-ing, in the des-ert of our sin,
Praise be giv-en to the mak - er of the sea-sons’ year-ly round:
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with  its slow-ly grow-ing ra-diance warms the seed be-neath the earth,
search-ing on the far ho - ri- zon for a  sign of cloud or wind,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it—Source, Sus - tain-er, Lord of life,
9 I .I I i
&’ e e e
I i I ¢ . 70
J &4 4 '
may the sun of Christ’s up - ris - ing gent-ly bring our hearts to life.
we a - wait the heal - ing wa-ters of our Sav-ior’s vic - to - ry.
as the ev-er turn - ing a- ges roll to their e - ter - nal rest.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christis with you.

Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of:

Today

April 13

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Beth Kaufman Jon Twing
Hospitality (Greeter) Al & Claudia Beyer John & Linda Black
Technology Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Jill Taylor

Worship (Altar Care) Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed

the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again

next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,
visit: www.wbbethany.org
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LENT SCHEDULE W' WUS Preschool - Grade 2
APRIL 2 APRIL 9 830 - 915AM
DINNER @ 6:156 PM DINNER @ 6:15 PM
e Piaiil e s March 2 April 6 May 4
WORSHIP @ 7:00 PM WORSHIP @ 7:00 PM March 23

April 13 May 18
March 30 April 27

WE INVITE EVERYONE TO 10IN US!

Palm Sunday =
3
ok orstaip \\ A
LauLe S -
Maundy Thursday (April 17) @ 6:80'PM
Sa t . munion celebrated
3 Good Friday (April 18) @ 6:30 PM

Children and youth invited to process in with
palms during worship April 13. Gather in the
fellowship hall prior to worship. Thanks!
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www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
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