
  

 
 
 

April 27, 2025 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will 
invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the 
evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen 
Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his 
presence, and oFering us his peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PREDLUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Thine is the Glory (ELW 376) See next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EASTER CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
We gather to celebrate the Easter promise. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 
Let us come and worship Him. 
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s 
breath revive our faith in your mercy and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the 
charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

27 When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned 
them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We 
must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had 
killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 118:14-29 
 14 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 25 Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 
  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  
 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 
  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 27 The LORD is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 28 You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 29 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  
 

 
 



SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian prophet named 
John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 
the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174) 

 
 

GOSPEL:  John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. 
A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for 
those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

MESSAGE 
 



The assembly stands 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer.” 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the oLering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682) 

 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PULPIT EXCHANGE GREETINGS 
This morning is the annual West Branch Area Religious Council (WBARC) pulpit exchange Sunday. We are pleased to 
welcome a greeting from St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church.  
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


SENDING HYMN This Joyful Easter Tide (ELW 391)  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today May 4 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Wayne Frauenholtz Dave Bahnsen 

Technology  Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Jill Taylor 

Hospitality Patsy Ernst Anne & Jamie Fetzer 

Worship (Altar Care) Cindy Knoop & Heidi Christensen Pat Cassabaum 
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