
 
 

 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 20,2025 

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with 
astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we 
are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is 
risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE  
LIGHTING OF CANDLES Choir sings “Because He Lives.” 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365)  

 



 

EASTER CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather to celebrate this Easter morning in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
We gather to celebrate the Easter promise. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. 
Sin and death have no power over us. 
Alleluia! 
Let us come and worship Him. 
Let us worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection 
you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the 
joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated.  

CHOIR ANTHEM “Fairest Lord Jesus/You Are My All in All” 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out 
to all people. 

A reading from Acts. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 



him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
 God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, 
 “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
 and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
 “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
 The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not die, but live, 
 and declare the works of the LORD. 
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
 but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
 here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
 and you have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; 
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a world that 
has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s victorious 
rule over all. 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  20 But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21 For since death came through a human being, the 
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive 
in Christ. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every 
ruler and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



The people of God stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:1-12 
Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with 
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become 
the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the 
body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The 
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to 
all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 
who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The people of God are seated. 
SERMON 
 

The people of God stand. 
 

HYMN The Day of Resurrection! (ELW 361) See next page. 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer.” 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
The people of God are seated. 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free bread is available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus Christ 
is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing. 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

 
 

Good Christians Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (ELW 362)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The people of God stand. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, 
and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may 
show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) See next page. 



 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today April 27 
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 
Proclamation (Lector) John Black Wayne Frauenholtz 
Hospitality (Greeter) Del & Sue Hughes Patsy Ernst 
Technology  Paula Casper Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz 
Worship (Altar Care) Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop 

 
 
 Thank you for joining us for worship. Just as Jesus 

welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. 
Please join us again next week. For more information 

about our life together visit: wbbethany.org 
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