p. This Is my Son,
& my Chosen;
listen to him!

LUKE 9:35

March 2,2025
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was true for Moses. It was
doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word
and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES Choir song, “O How He Loves You and Me” during lighting of candles.
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG How Good, Lord, to Be Here! (ELW 315)
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How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
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2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to be,
4 Be - forc we taste of death, we  sce  your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - 1li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y  glo - ri- fled and our re-demp-tion see.

we long to hold the  vi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The assembly is seated.
CHOIR ANTHEM “Bread of Life”
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. The
sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off
when he spoke directly with God.

A reading from Exodus.

2 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with

God. ®When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to
come near him. ' But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him,
and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all
that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 3* When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face; 3 but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, *° the Israelites would
see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until
he went in to speak with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 99

'The Lorb is king; let the people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
2The LoRD, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
4 0 mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
® Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.
¢ Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
7you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
8 0 LorDp our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
° Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites
could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are
transformed into Christ’s likeness.

A reading from Second Corinthians.

12Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, ® not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to
keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. ' But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there,
since only in Christ is it set aside. " Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their

minds; '® but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. ' Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of



the Lord is, there is freedom. '® And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from
the Lord, the Spirit.

41 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. ?\We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the
open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 9:28-36

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the resurrection.
God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a
demonstration of his power over evil.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. 2 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. *° Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. ®' They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. ®> Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him. * Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he

said. ** While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered
the cloud. * Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” ¥ When the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things
they had seen.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands and sings the hymn on the next page.



HYMN OF THE DAY Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671)
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.


http://www.wbbethany.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the nightin which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenantin my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christis their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion

may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191)
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Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)
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light of my soul, my joy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup (ELW 492)
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1 I will bless the  Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
2 Look up -on the Lord, be ra- diant, nev - er turn a - way.
3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.
4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
Refrain
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God will save in ev - ry af - flic-tion, hear us when we pray.
Those who seck the Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your fill.
Rise to  tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er, won-drous deeds pro - claim!

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; With One Voice, stanzas, based on Ps. 34
Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young
Text and music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191)

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light of God (ELW 866)
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in  the light of God.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of:

Today

March 9

Music

Jill Barnhart

Jill Barnhart

Proclamation (Lector)

Kami Poppen

Brad Kinsinger

Hospitality (Greeter)

Kent & Beth Kaufman

Dave & Kami Poppen

Technology

Jill Taylor

Dave Poppen

Worship (Altar Care)

Patsy Ernst/ Paula Casper

Patsy Ernst/ Paula Casper

LENTESCHEDULE

sty Weduesday
Worship

WMarch 5
6:30 Pm

( Ao streamed live ow facehook)

MARCH 26
DINNER @ 6:156 PM
PRAYER AROUND

THE CROSS

WORSHIP @ 7:00-PM

MARCH 12
DINNER @ 6:15 PM
PRAYER AROUND

THE CROSS

WORSHIP @ 7:00 PM

APRIL 9
DINNER @ 6:15 PM
PRAYER AROUND

THE"CROSS
WORSHIP @ 7:00 PM

APRIL 2
DINNER @ 6:15 PM
PRAYER AROUND

THE CROSS

WORSHIP @ 7:00 PM

WEINVITE EVERYONE TO 101N YS!

THERE WILL BE NO ACTIVITIES MARCH 19

D A MARCH 11
a2 WS Preschool - Grade 2 g :
8:30 - 9:15AM Il’“\\ 3 b
Lutheran Services in lowa.
March 2 AP”’ 6 Ma_\/ 4 m Registration required.
March 23 April 13 May 18 | . l l https://Isiowa.org/ldh/
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SUMUD: Voices from
the Holy Land

March 8 Land Acknowledgement

9:00-2:00 PM Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we

Zion Lutheran Church, lowa City

or viaZoom give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

This is an exciting event. In the morning we will hear from
Christian and Jewish leaders in Israel and West Bank. The
afternoon will feature local Palestinian voices from here in
lowa. We hope to see you there! Register online.
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God's work. Our hands.

https://www.seiasynod.org/events
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< SLIP WITH $15.00 PER PLANT TO PAULA
BY TUESDAY, APRIL 1ST IF RETURNING BY
MAIL, USE THE ADDRESS BELOW.

Dedications will be listed in the bulletin on Easter morning.

YOUR NAME:

I would like Bethany to purchase an Easter lily for me.

Please print your dedication as you wish it to appear in the bulletin.
Please indicate if this is "In honor of” or "In memory of” and list those names
below:

Bethany Lutheran P.O. Box 236 West Branch, |IA 52358
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