
 

 
January 19, 2025 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
 
 

Introduction to the day 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known to the 
magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over 
God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for 
everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



 
PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome (ELW 641) See next page. 
 
 



 

GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray.   
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the works of your Son, 
who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life 
together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 
The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the 
prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices 
over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2 The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
  and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
 but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
  and your land Married; 
 for the LORD delights in you, 
  and your land shall be married. 
 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, 
  so shall your builder marry you, 
 and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
  so shall your God rejoice over you. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 36:5-10 
 5 Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 
  and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; 
  you save humankind and animals, O LORD.  
 7 How priceless is your love, O God! 
  All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
 8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; 
  you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 9 For with you is the well of life, 
  and in your light we see light. 
 10 Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, 
  and your favor to those who are true of heart.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some to 
be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all 
perfectly for their mission together. 
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 



1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when 
you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
GOSPEL: John 2:1-11 
Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many such 
epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water 
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars 
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said 
to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
SERMON  

The assembly stands. 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674) 

 
WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these brothers and sisters, one with us in 
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of this congregation. 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are 
called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
Sisters in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in 
this place? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Let us welcome these sisters in Christ to this community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the respond with, “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING (ELW p. 190) 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the oPering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing. 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 

 
 

Eat This Bread (ELW 472) Sing twice. 

 

 

 



Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462)  

 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884) 

 



SENDING 
Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for cake and refreshments in the fellowship hall. We will begin the annual meeting as soon as 
possible. 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today January 26 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Al Beyer Cheryl Boerjan 

Hospitality (Greeter) Casper/Heid Patsy Ernst 

Technology  Dave Poppen Paula Casper 

Worship (Altar Care) Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop Heidi Christensen & Cindy Knoop 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week. 

For more information about our life  in Christ, visit: 
www.wbbethany.org 


