You are my Son,
the Beloved;
with you

| am well
pleased

January 12, 2025
Baptism of Our Lord
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters.. .. therivers. . . fire”
On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread
and wine.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)
In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Shall We Gather At the River (ELW 423) See next page.



I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4

Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;

with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.

soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
0. Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - cr;

gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep
all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid,
because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God
declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

Areading from Isaiah.

' But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,



and the flame shall not consume you.
3For | am the LoRD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
“ Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,
| give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5Do not fear, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you;
8| will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29
' Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the LOoRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
’The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
®The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
'The LoRD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for evermore.
O LoRb, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after
hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit in the laying on of hands.

Areading from Acts.



“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
John to them. "® The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit ' (for as yet the
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). '” Then Peter
and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the
Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only
by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, ® John answered all of them by saying, “l baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. '” His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, 2> and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON
The assembly stands

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304)


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you
2 God  called you,*My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will to do, God’s ho - ly will to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN., Nikolaus Herman. 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)

Re-a - mo le - bo-ga, re-a - mo le - bo - ga,
To God our  thanks we give, to God our thanks we give,
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re-a - mo le - bo - ga mo-di - mo wa ro - na.
to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy nhame,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children With My Blessing (ELW 543)
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I “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en,  at pecace and purc.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and  pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav 1. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House



DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today January 19
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Bruce Jeffries Beth Kaufman
Technology Dale Swenson Dave Poppen
Hospitality Cindy Knoop & Heidi Christensen Casper/Heid
Worship (Altar Care) Cindy Knoop & Heidi Christensen Cindy Knoop & Heidi Christensen

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org
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Our Camera Crew is in need of a few
more people to run the video
cameras during Sunday worship. As
many people join us in worship
online, this is an essential ministry
role in our proclamation of the good
news of Jesus Christ! This is easy to
learn and do! You would only be
scheduled once a month or less. We
will train you!

If interested or have questions,
please contact Paula at:
blcsecretary@lcom.net

(319) 643-5998

Thank you!

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 19", 2024, after worship

Remember, a “Voting Member” per our
Constitution and Bylaws is defined as:

C8.02.c Voting members are
confirmed members. Such confirmed
members, during the current or
preceding calendar year, shall have
communed in this congregation and
shall have made a contribution of
record to this congregation.
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January 12
January 26
February 02
February 09
February 23

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,

Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and
fellowship that we celebrate by
reaching out to others.
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