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December 8, 2024
Second Sunday of Advent
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness
may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner
of the LORD of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we
prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF CANDLES Choir song, “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” during lighting of candles.
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The gathered people of God respond with the words printed in bold.
PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the
candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ
our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

Two blue candles are lit as the gathered people of God sing verses 1-2 of “Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah”(ELW 240).
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.

Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, -+ one God,

alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.
We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.



A righteous branch springs forth:

itis Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through +F Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.
Amen.

GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before prayer.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world
knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM Advent Grace
The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.

A reading from Malachi.

'See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says
the LORD of hosts. ? But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; ® he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as
in former years.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:68-79

% Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
% You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
’*Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
7" from the hands of all who hate us,
’2to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.



73 This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
7410 set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
S holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
76 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
"7 to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
8 In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
°to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership
with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends
as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.

A reading from Philippians.

3| thank my God every time | remember you, * constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of

you, ° because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. ¢ | am confident of this, that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how | long for all of you
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. ° And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight '° to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, ' having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory
and praise of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The people of God stand to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be
challenged by this coming Lord.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.



'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was
ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ilturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, ? during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in
the wilderness. * He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, #as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
® Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
¢and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The people of God are seated.

SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
(ELW 751).
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when 1 call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.

Music: HEAR MY PRAYER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people of God are seated.

OFFERING (ELW p. 190)
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping

online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page as the gifts are brought forward.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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Re-a - mo le - bo-ga, re-a - mo le - bo - ga,

To God our thanks we give, to God our thanks we give,
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re-a - mo le - bo - ga mo-di - mo wa ro - na.

to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Creator God, you made the world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for
these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with food that we may live in expectation for the advent of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 190)

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make things new

in the day he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-

san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high -

est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191)
God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.

The people of God are seated.



COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christis their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
and adults who do not take communion

forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children
may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191)
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
Refrain
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gath-ered in-to one to be-come our bread;  so may all your peo-ple from
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1 As this cup of bless-ing is shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
M Refrain
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may we share the pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Rejoice, Rejoice Believers (ELW 244)
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1 Re - joice, re-joice,be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row iS no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
The people of God stand.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191)
Let us pray.

Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for
leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord
Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Hark the Glad Sound (ELW 239)
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - mnas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ty heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter -  nal
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pare a throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace toeen - rich the hum - ble poor.

arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed  name.



BLESSING (ELW p. 192)

God of endings and beginnings,

God in the darkness and light,

God, our hope for the journey,

*+ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Go in peace. Christis with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

Ministers of: Today December 15
Music Jil Barnhart JilBarnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Jill Barnhart Bethany’s Children
Hospitality (Greeter) Dave & Kami Poppen Jon & Laura Twing
Technology Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Dale Swenson
Worship (Altar Care) Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed

the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again

next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,
visit: www.wbbethany.org
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QSUNDAY SCHooL
December 1
December 8
December 15

The Advent Wreath

One of the best known customs for the season is the
Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting
in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of

5-:00 and 7:00 PM the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken
5:00 PM streamed live on Facebook circle of greens is clearly an image of everlasting life,
a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of
time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that
Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of

everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress
of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light.

On each Sunday in Advent we will say a prayer (see
below) prior to the lighting of candles on the Advent

wreath.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
SB135727.

Light 1 candle to watch for messiah (ELW 240) Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
under license # SB135727.

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
SB135727.

To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682) Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music. All rights reserved. Used by
permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

O Lord, Hear My Prayer (ELW 751) Text and music © 1982, 1991Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications Inc. agent. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-

726405 streaming license.
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 190) Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg

Fortress under license # SB135727.

Lamb of God (ELW 191) Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All
rights reserved. Used by permission. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




