
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 22, 2024 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little 
town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain 
terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in 
which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly 
Twitter). The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending 
to the altar. 



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

Those gathered are invited to respond with the bold printed words. 

PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and 
saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our longing for your 
presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light 
and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 

The candles are lit as the gathered people of God stand and  sing verses 1-4 of “Light One Candle to Watch for 
Messiah” (ELW 240). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

God of might, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 
 

God in our midst, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We plead: come to us. 
Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

A righteous branch springs forth: 
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
receive the grace and forgiveness of God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.  Amen. 



 

GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray.    

A brief silence is kept before prayer. 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds 
us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

FIRST READING Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, 
will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will 
restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

A reading from Micah. 
 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Luke 1:46-55 Mary’s Magnifcat 
46My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 



54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, 
one through which we are made a holy people. 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The people of God stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. 
In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts 
up, and fulfills all things. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

The people of God are seated. 
 

SERMON 
The people of God stand. 

HYMN My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy” and the people of God sing “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751). 

 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 

OFFERING (ELW p. 190) 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Creator God, you made the world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for 
these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with food that we may live in expectation for the advent of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


The people of God are seated. 
 

WELCOMING TO THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Those being welcomed to the Lord’s Supper come forward and gather at the front of the worship space. 
 

Today this community of faith rejoices with the following people who join in sharing the meal of Holy 
Communion: Sienna McElhinney, Cadence Heid, Cozette Sexton, Ainsley Kinsinger, Avery Fonseca, 
Theodore Wiele, and Easton McFarland. 
 

In the sacrament of holy baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of 
God. In the sacrament of holy communion, God unites us in Jesus Christ and nourishes us for that mission. 
Living among God’s faithful people, we are strengthened by God’s word and this holy supper to proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to 
strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to holy communion. 
Welcome to the Lord’s table. We thank God for you. 
We pray that you will find joy and strength in this meal,  
until we feast forever at God’s heavenly banquet. 
 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make things new 
in the day he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) See next page. 



 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

 

 
 
 



COMMUNION 
Family members of the youth being welcomed to the sacrament of Holy Communion are invited to the altar to 
commune with their child. Following that, communion to the saints of God will be distributed in a continuous 
line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are 
available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, 
forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good news of 
Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing. 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
I Come with Joy (ELW 482)  

 

 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)  

 

 



All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266) 

 
The communion of saints stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for 
leading us into peace. We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord 
Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
Amen. 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 
 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) See next page. 



 
 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 

Thank you for worshipping with us.  
Please join us in the fellowship hall downstairs for refreshments. 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today December 29 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Jon Twing John Black 

Minister of Technology  Dave Poppen Jill Taylor 

Ministers of Hospitality  Nancy Bruns Stacy Beyer 

Worship (Altar Care) Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop Stacy Beyer & Cindy Knoop 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org


   
  

 

 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 19th, 2024, after 

worship 

Remember, a “Voting Member” 
per our Constitution and Bylaws is 
defined as: 

C8.02.c Voting members 
are confirmed members. 
Such confirmed 
members, during the 
current or preceding 
calendar year, shall have 
communed in this 
congregation and shall 
have made a contribution 
of record to this 
congregation. 
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