
 

 
 
 
 

November 10, 2024 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers 
but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major donors. 
Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares 
her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 

camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PREDLUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)  
 

 



GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray.   
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your 
grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:  1 Kings 17:8-16 
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King Ahab. This 
passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are associated 
with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath. 
 

A reading from 1 Kings. 
 

8 The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; 
for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the 
gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a 
vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread 
in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, 
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and 
my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first 
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For 
thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day 
that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her 
household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the 
word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 146 
 1 Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3 Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 



 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10 The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 9:24-28 
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our sin. Christ 
does not die again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal himself on the last day. 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, 
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have 
had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the 
end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and 
after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44 
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and 
oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted 
with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 
banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the 
greater condemnation.” 
  41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich 
people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all 
those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out 
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.  
SERMON 

The assembly stands 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m


HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685)  
 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).  

 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 



 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


SENDING SONG Soon & Very Soon (ELW 713)  

 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today November 17 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Alan Beyer John Black 

Technology  Dale Swenson  Dave Poppen 

Hospitality Anne & Jamie Fetzer Wayne Frauenholtz 

Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Del & Sue Hughes 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week. 

For more information about our life  in Christ, visit: 
www.wbbethany.org 
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