November 24, 2024
Christ the King
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things right. He
would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man)
given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His
authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to
him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy hame, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By

grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)
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Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev -ty hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!



GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the
people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all
nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

A reading from Daniel.

° As | watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels were burning fire.’® A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court satin judgment,
and the books were opened.

13 As | watched in the night visions, | saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came
to the Ancient One and was presented before him. ' To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass
away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 93

'The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.

2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.

3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.

5 Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is
celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we
eagerly await.

A reading from Revelation.

4 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before his throne, ® and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings
of the earth.



To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ¢ and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all
the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
8“l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or
with love.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the

Jews?” 3 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” % Pilate replied, “l am

not a Jew, am |? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you

done?” 3¢ Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from

here.” ¥ Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and
for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross (ELW 660
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ¢i - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious ftree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.

praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m

The assembly stands

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).

)
)" AN . ITULE) | m—|

] I — I I
o Zi i — s |
J - 4 -
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
0wt .
b T f T .
6P, = e
I o o T . o o=
J - - - - =
peace to all peo - ple, hope for each soul.
0 st
D7 AN . ITHAF ) | e | I = 1
Gt ] — 1
J - g L <
God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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Re-a - mo le - bo-ga, re-a - mo le - bo - ga,
To God our thanks we give, to God our thanks we give,
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to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Jesus, Remember Me (ELW 616 sing twice) See next page.
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Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community
Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today December 1
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) John Black Hanging of the Greens
Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor
Hospitality Del & Sue Hughes Kent & Beth Kaufman
Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Stacy Beyer and Cindy Knoop

Sundy, Becemben, 15
9:30 am

Ylory to God in the highest, Qnd, an eanth peace, gooduwill taward, all!”
Fuke 2:14
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‘The Greens

During Worship

Sunday, December Ist

First Sunday of Advent

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Pleasejoin us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.whbbethany.org




5:00 and 7:00 PM ° . ® -. . .
5:00 PM streamed live on Facebook Annual Cookie Walk

Saturday December 7th
9:00 - 11:00 AM

THERE WILL BE NO
4TH SUNDAY DINNER
IN DECEMBER

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

i May your home be filled with love
ny Lutheran Church = and laughter this christmas
/235 South2nd St.. ~

JOIN OUR CHURCH COUNCIL

WHY JOIN?
¢ Make a Difference: Serving on the councilis a unique opportunity to help others and
make a lasting impact on our church and its mission.

* Grow Spiritually: Deepen your faith through leadership and service

¢ Build Community: Connect with fellow members and strengthen our church family

With faith and dedication from members like you, we can continue to make a positive
difference in the lives of others.

Contact us and we can answer questions.

Dave Poppen: mailcom  Sue Hughes: hugl nailcom Jill Taylor: jtmetmrt@gmail.com
319-471-3723 318-430-5706 319-430-8418
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