
 
 
 

November 24, 2024 
Christ the King 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things right. He 
would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) 
given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His 
authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to 
him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 

camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PREDLUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)  

 
 
 



GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray.   
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the 
people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all 
nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah. 
 

A reading from Daniel. 
 

9 As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, 
and its wheels were burning fire.10 A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand 
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 
 

13 As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came 
to the  Ancient One and was presented before him. 14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass 
away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 93 
 1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 
  you are from everlasting.  
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8 
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is 
celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we 
eagerly await. 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are 
before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 



To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his 
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all 
the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174) 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 18:33-37 
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or 
with love. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am 
not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 
here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

The assembly is seated. 
SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m


The assembly stands 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).  

 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Jesus, Remember Me (ELW 616 sing twice) See next page. 



 
 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today December 1 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) John Black Hanging of the Greens 

Technology  Paula Casper Jill Taylor 

Hospitality Del & Sue Hughes Kent & Beth Kaufman 

Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Stacy Beyer and Cindy Knoop 
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