MARK 10:27

October 13, 2024
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his
asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment,
Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the
message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life
by divesting for the sake of the other.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
Choir song, “O How He Loves You and Me” during lighting of candles.
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By

grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Gather Us In (ELW 532) See next page.
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev - er, gath-er us in  and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -1y,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to
what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
CHOIR ANTHEM “l Come to the Cross”



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7,10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in the
northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling
God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath.

A reading from Amos.

5Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with
no one to quench it. “Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!

°They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth."'Therefore because
you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall
not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.

2For | know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who
take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. "*Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;

foritis an evil time.

4Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have
said. "®Hate evil and love good and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 90:12-17

12So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

®Return, O LoRD; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious to your servants.

4Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.

*Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.

8Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.

"May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable.
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them.
Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.

A reading from Hebrews.

2Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. '*And before him no
creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

4Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast to our confession. "*For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. '’Let us therefore approach the
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich
man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

7As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” ®Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. "®You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.” ” °He said to him,
“Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” 2'Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing;
go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow
me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

BThen Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter
the kingdom of God!” 2*And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! #°It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 2They were greatly astounded and said to one
another, “Then who can be saved?” #Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for
God; for God all things are possible.”

peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” **Jesus said, “Truly | tell you,
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and
for the sake of the good news, **who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and
sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. *'But many who
are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON

THANKSGIVING FOR STAFF

A reading from 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (NIV):

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

For your work of faith, labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,

We rejoice and give thanks to God for you.

For the variety of gifts the Spirit has equipped each of you with that help us glorify and worship God, be a place of
welcome for all people, and proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,

We rejoice and give thanks to God for you.

For the joy you give and the light of Christ that shines through each of you,

We rejoice and give thanks to God for you.

For the blessing and gift you are to our community of faith,
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We rejoice and give thanks to God for all of you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in the world and in your church, so have you called
these servants to ministries at Bethany. Grant them joy and a spirit of bold trust, that their work may stir up each
of us to a life of fruitful service, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

May the Lord bless your work.
May the Lord strengthen you for service.
May the steadfast love of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
The assembly stands

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.



PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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Re-a - mo le - bo-ga, re-a - mo le - bo - ga,
To God our thanks we give, to God our thanks we give,
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re-a - mo le - bo - ga mo-di - mo wa ro - na.
to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace I bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG O God of Every Nation (ELW 713)
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1 O God of ev - 'ry na - tion, of ev - ry race and land,
2 From search for wealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that all may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in us the vi - sion of dayswhen war shall cease,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are  hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind- ness to your  way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let yourvoice be heard;

till dawns the morn-ing glo - riouswhen truth and love shall reign,
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in love and mer - cy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.
de - liv-er ev-'ry na - tion, e - ter - nal God, we pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - riouso’er all the world’s do - main.

Text: William W. Reid Jr., b. 1923

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)

Goin peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today October 20
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Del Hughes Pat Cassabaum
Technology Dave Poppen Paula Casper
Hospitality Al & Claudia Beyer Nancy Bruns
Worship (Altar Care) Kent & Beth Kaufman Kent & Beth Kaufman




Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org

CELEBRATE SINGING

Come help us celebrate!
Hymn Sing Sunday
October 20 during worship
Our choir will sing for us and
you will be invited 1o call out a
favorste hymn from the hymnal
and we will sing a verse of two

Apimation of Baptism
(Confirmation) Sunday

Sunday October 27th
9:30 AM Worship

ik Marsh

For all you who were baptized into. Chist haue clothed
yourselfwith Christ. Galatians 3:27 (NIV)

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.

4th Sunday Community Meal
October 27, 2024
Bethany Lutheran Church
5:00-6:00 PM
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’ with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 2

SUNDAY MORNINGS
8:30 - 9:15 AM

September 8 November |7
September 22 November 24
September 29 December |
October 6 December 8
October 20 December 15
October 27 *Last class until mid-Jan.
No class dates:
November 3 9/15, 10/13, 1110
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REDUCE YOUR PLASTIC USE

INSTEAD TRY
OF THIS THIS

Plastic Carry re-usable
shopping w shopping bags
bags
Plastic cutlery and Washable plates
plates and flatware
Single-use Refillable.boiftles
water bottles at the drinking
fountain
Washable

Plastic wrap and

bags for food & P\ P C°ntall?§srs with
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