
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2024 
All Saints Day 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah 
and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus 
weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. 
On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved 
dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a 
foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE 
RINGING OF BELL 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 
 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423) See next page. 



                                                                                                                                 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and 
will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will 
be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 

 A reading from Isaiah. 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
  



Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 24 
 1The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 2For the LORD has founded it upon the seas 
  and established it upon the rivers.  
 3Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD, 
  and who may stand in God’s holy place? 
 4Those of innocent hands and purity of heart, 
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is false. 
 5They shall receive blessing from the LORD 
  and righteousness from the God of their salvation. 
 6Such is the generation of those who seek you, O LORD, 
  of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.  
 7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, 
  that the King of glory may come in. 
 8Who is this King of glory? 
  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 
 9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors, 
  that the King of glory may come in. 
 10Who is this King of glory? 
  Truly, the LORD of hosts is the King of glory.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so 
that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who 
spans all of time are trustworthy and true. 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:32-44 
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and 
weeping will be no more. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
MESSAGE 

The assembly stands. 

HYMN Blest Are They (ELW 728) See next page. 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE SAINTS 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have called your saints to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are given a new identity in Christ and sealed with the cross of Christ 
forever. We give thanks for this gift and the newest saints of Bethany baptized since last All Saints 
Day: Charlie Casady and Olivia Burnette. 

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life, we remember and give thanks for those saints 
who have gone before us in faith, especially members of Bethany who have died since last All Saints 
Day: Frank Frostestad, Dorothy Holmes, Mary Rundell, Alberta (Peaches) Sweat, Norm Fitzgerald, 
Richard Madsen and Diana Fuhrmeister 

A moment of silence is held. 

On this day, we remember that while sinners we are also saints called by God to do God’s work and 
be the presence of Christ in the world. Our journey of faith is lived in community together and we are 



strengthened, comforted, and nurtured through one another. Today, we recognize and give thanks for 
the senior saints among us, those 80 and over: Marvin Brick, Karen Brick, Joanne Brookshear, Alda 
Buresh, Bonnie Conner, Marilyn Crow, Jerry Dodds, Patricia Ernst, Janice Fitzgerald, Phil Hougen, 
Diane Hougen, Kent Kaeser, June Madsen, Ronald Madsen, Candy Madsen, Wauthena Noe, 
Delores Paulsen, Betty Slach, Paul Weismann, and Deanna Weismann, Pam Glandon, Eulyn 
Frostestad, and Evie White. 

Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of heaven and earth. We give thanks to you for these 
elders among us. We are graced by their wisdom and touched by their knowledge and faith. 
Bless them, O God, as they are a blessing to us. Pour out your Spirit, that these elders may 
continue to dream dreams and testify to the Light of their salvation, Jesus Christ. May we find 
inspiration in their years of faithfulness and follow their example by serving you with 

steadfastness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with “Lord hear our 
prayer.” 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" 
button on the home page. Thank you! 

The priesthood of all believers stands as the offering is brought forward. 

HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole 
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; 
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
witness of the saints, you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to run the race set before 
us, that we may delight in your mercy, and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with 
all the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain 
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462) See next page. 
 



 
 

I Come With Joy (ELW 482)  

 
 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 

 
 
 



 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. In your grace and by 
your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by 
this sacramental meal, to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with 
singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Oh When the Saints Go Marching In (ACS 950) 
 

 
 

SENDING 
Go in peace beloved and precious saints! Proclaim the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today November 10 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Phil Hougen Alan Beyer 

Technology  Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Dale Swenson 

Hospitality (Greeter) Linda & John Black Jamie & Anne Fetzer 

Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Del & Sue Hughes 
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Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus 
welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please 

join us again next week. For more information about our life 
 in Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org 
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