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October 27,2024
Reformation Sunday / Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) Sunday
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

The assembly stands, faces the entrance and responds with the bold printed words.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 96:1-4)

'0 sing to the LORD a new song;

sing to the LORD, all the earth.

2Sing to the LORD, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples.
“For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *t Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright
lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed
covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God
who forgets.

A reading from Jeremiah.

$The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. **But
this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
avery present help in trouble.
“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
5The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
“The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
%behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
""The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with
God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

Areading from Romans.

""Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. ?*°For “no human being will be justified in his
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, ?’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no

distinction, 3since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 2*they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, *whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of
faith. 2For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL READING: GOSPEL READING: Mark 10:46-52 (NLT)

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

4¢Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his disciples left town, a large crowd followed him. A blind beggar
named Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) was sitting beside the road. 4 When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of
Nazareth was nearby, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

48“Be quiet!” many of the people yelled at him.

But he only shouted louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

“*When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come here.”

So they called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. “Come on, he’s calling you!” 5° Bartimaeus threw aside his
coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.

51“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked.

“My Rabbi,'?” the blind man said, “l want to see!”

52 And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man could see, and he followed Jesus
down the road.™

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
0 . .
I T I N y I T
77—
J ! I ! I e I e [ Q)
us, by death and sin sur-round -ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je -sus’ glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.
Text: Romald A, Elug, b, 1939, 201
M WO TKIEWIHU, Dals Wial, 1934213
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The assembly is seated.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A46-52&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24610a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A46-52&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24611b

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (ELW p.234)
Dear friends, let us now witness as Arik Marsh makes his public affirmation of baptism.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for Arik, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have
called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith.
Uphold him in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

Those making public affirmation of baptism are addressed.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

The assembly joins in confessing its faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in
holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

The gathered assembly is addressed.



People of God, do you promise to support this youth and pray for him in his life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those affirming their baptism gather at the altar along with their family, baptismal sponsors, and others
instrumental in their journey of faith.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and
raise us to eternal life.

Stirup in... ... the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly.

Let us rejoice with Arik, our brother in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, “hear our prayer.”

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, we sing the people of God stand and sign the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN To God Our Thanks We Give (ELW 682)
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re-a - mo le - bo - ga mo-di - mo wa ro - na.
to God our thanks we give, our thanks to  God we give.

Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936
Music: REAMO LEBOGA, Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakzongwe
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so
let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 190)

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape

juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with
repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love.
Children and adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

Nut . —
p7Am I - N - 5 B Ere—
e — e 2 = L
J ' | 1 1 5o
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479) See next page.



Ty [

s —— T >
P, B T .
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2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The assembly stands.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. In your grace and by your Spirit,
help us to be what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal,
to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve
you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and F give you peace.
Amen.



HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

SENDING

You are loved!
Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat-’'ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; he breaks the  cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it. Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Please join us refreshments and fellowship in the fellowship hall.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today November 3
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Paula Casper Phil Hougen
Minister of Technology Jill Taylor Dale Swenson
Minister of Hospitality Stacy Beyer John & Linda Black
Worship (Altar Care) Kent & Beth Kaufman Del & Sue Hughes




Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus \
welcomed the stranger, we believe all are welcome here.
Please join us again next week. For more information about
our life together in Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org

Confirmed in faith today
Arik Marsh

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
\\\ll,/

Join Bishop Current for a light dinner and an evening of E:EI':\IJ:Z November 3

fellowship, conversation, and gratitude for the ministry U

we share in our synod one Sunday evening in

November.

we'll worship Jesus Christ, our Lord!

We’ll give thanks for the saints who have
jone before us, the newly baptized saints,
and our senior saints, (80+) among us.

We would love to have you join us!.

November 3 Peace Lutheran Church
Pella

November 10 Christ the King Lutheran Church

lowa City
4th Sunday Community Meal
October 27, 2024

November 17 Trinity Lutheran Church
Bethany Lutheran Church

Pleasant Valley 5:00-6:00 PM
November 24 Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 94% Wb/ ‘60',_
Des Moines
o
No RSVP is needed and all are welcome! .
All events are 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM —6"3’{/“ —6’?/
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