THAT | AM?

MARK 8:29

September 15, 2024
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear Mark’s version,
when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for
the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here
Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the
way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o - ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:

friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givn:

Refrain
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.
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GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such a knowledge of
his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes
the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike
back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

A reading from Isaiah.

“The Lord Gob has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
8l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
“The Lord Gop helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 116:1-9

'l love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
“for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
“The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
“Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, save my life.”
°Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
°The LoRD watches over the innocent;
| was brought low, and God saved me.
“Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
®For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
°l will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land of the living.

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can
be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

Areading from James.

"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. ?For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. *So also the tongue
is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire
by hell. “For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by
the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. "°From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. '"Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? ?Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs?
No more can salt water yield fresh.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) See next page.



Hal-le, hal-1le, hal - le - 1lu - jah. Hal - le, hal - le, hal -
N u
o aa—— tHo—— 1 I 1 1
1 (an T I | 2 O —1 I T T 1
A\aV P = | i \ — | i N — — — \
S —® T T [ vy o e v _* 7
le lu - jah Hal - le, hal - le, hal - le -
0 & , , .
/@ f T t i 3 f T ‘ i i |
e — e E— E—, — I —— S— m— ] o i
N & i I I & 7] e i |
» ! | ! |
lu - iah. Hal -le - lu - iah. Hal - le - lu - iah.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer.
Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

?7)esus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that | am?” 2And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others,
one of the prophets.” *He asked them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” 3°And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

$Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. **He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

%He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. *®For what will it profit them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life? *¥Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *Those who are ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY You Are the Way (ELW 758)
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can im - partt;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.



APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below, “Hear Our
Prayer” (ELW 178).
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956
Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING (ELW p. 190)
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping

online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is

gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

The assembly stands.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our
selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, who trespass against us;
hallowed be thy name, and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom,

on earth as itis in heaven. and the power, and the glory,

Give us this day our daily bread; forever and ever. Amen.

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

BLESSING (ELW p. 192)

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (ELW 535)

Refrain— sung twice each time
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1 Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
2 Now he sends us all out, strong in  faith, free of doubt,

Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

I am wine, I am bread, give to  all who thirst and hun - ger.
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today September 22
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Kami Poppen Beth Kaufman

Hospitality (Greeter) Del & Sue Hughes Kent & Beth Kaufman

Technology Dave Poppen Paula Casper

Dave & Kami Poppen

Worship (Altar Care) Dave & Kami Poppen

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again
next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,

visit: www.wbbethany.org

4= Faith
7 forward

families passing faith on

https://faithforwardnow.org/church/bethanywestbranch/ |

Parents, grandparents,
mentors, children & youth

HIGH SCHOOL
Ry WS NIGHT

Appreciated
Sunday, September 29

6-7:00 PM
Pizza, Faith, Fellowship, Fun

Bring a friend!
Walking tacos and Faith Forward All are welcome!

family activity stations.

~__ Please bring a pair of new, packaged socks
A for Socktober that will go to Shelter House.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (ELW 535); English text and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin.
Walton Music Corp. All rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-
726405 streaming license.

Hear Our Prayer (ELW 178); Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission
under OnelLicense.net A-726405 streaming license.

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 184) Text and Music ©Lutheran book of worship admin.
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under
license # SB135727.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation,
copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale
House Publishers, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,

Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home.
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