
 

July 28, 2024 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread 
of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to 
Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy 
of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and 
least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)  

 

GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and a hunger for your 
truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. 
Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, 
who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 
 

A reading from 2 Kings. 
 

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves 
of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant 
said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for 
thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” 44 He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, 
according to the word of the LORD. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 145:10-18 
 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.  
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 
 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ 
dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the 
Spirit. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its 
name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner 



being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 
rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
  20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As 
such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following 
him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there 
with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large 
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said 
this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 
to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 
down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told 
his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and 
from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the 
people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 
world.” 
  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 
again to the mountain by himself. 
  16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to 
Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong 
wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they 
wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON  
The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn on the next page, 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178). 



 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING (ELW p. 190) 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

http://www.wbbethany.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m


 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly is seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN (ELW p. 191) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=elw_hc8_lamb_m


Here Is Bread (ELW 483) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479) 

 
 

The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689)  

 
 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today August 4 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Jill Barnhart Toni Dodds 

Hospitality (Greeter) Jon & Laura Twing Al & Claudia Beyer 

Technology  Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz 

Worship (Altar Care) Nancy Bruns Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
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