
 

 

 

 

July 21, 2024 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
Introduction to the day 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and 
his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. 
Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also 
honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611)  

 



GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray. 
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each 
of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to 
describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise up 
a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says 
the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my 
flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, 
and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them 
who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says 
the LORD. 
 5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be 
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 
The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people. Through 
Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ. 



A reading from Ephesians. 
 

11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called “the 
circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you were at that 
time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that 
hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their work 
is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to them, “Come 
away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no 
leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them 
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he 
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they got out of 
the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on 
mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in 
the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were 
healed. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



SERMON  
The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn on the next page, 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178). 

 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING (ELW p. 190) 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m


OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly is seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN (ELW p. 191) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=elw_hc8_lamb_m


Savior, Like a Shepard Lead Us (ELW 789)  

 
 

Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 



SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Fourth (ELW 538) 

 
 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today July 28 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Patsy Ernst Paula Casper 

Hospitality (Greeter) Dave & Kami Poppen Jon & Laura Twing 

Technology  Paula Casper Jill Taylor 

Worship (Altar Care) Nancy Bruns Nancy Bruns 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
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