
 
 
 

July 14, 2024 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to the 
power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In 
Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets 
killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to 
proclaim God’s saving love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 

camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PREDLUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

The assembly stands. 

 

GATHERING SONG Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717) 

 
 
 

 



GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray.   
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your servants, that 
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15 
Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from Judah 
(the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through 
Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel. 
 

A reading from Amos. 
 

7This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the 
Lord said, 
 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 
 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you 
in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, 
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 
  away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy 
there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
 14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 
people Israel.’ ” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 85:8-13 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  



10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ. 
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so 
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when 
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal 
of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29 (NLT) 
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like 
John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 Herod Antipas, the king, soon heard about Jesus, because everyone was talking about him. Some were 
saying, “This must be John the Baptist raised from the dead. That is why he can do such miracles.” 15 Others said, 
“He’s the prophet Elijah.” Still others said, “He’s a prophet like the other great prophets of the past.” 16 When 
Herod heard about Jesus, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has come back from the dead.” 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m


17 For Herod had sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John as a favor to Herodias. She had been his brother 
Philip’s wife, but Herod had married her. 18 John had been telling Herod, “It is against God’s law for you to marry 
your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias bore a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But without Herod’s 
approval she was powerless, 20 for Herod respected John; and knowing that he was a good and holy man, he 
protected him. Herod was greatly disturbed whenever he talked with John, but even so, he liked to listen to him. 
 
21 Herodias’s chance finally came on Herod’s birthday. He gave a party for his high government officials, army 
officers, and the leading citizens of Galilee. 22 Then his daughter, also named Herodias, came in and performed a 
dance that greatly pleased Herod and his guests. “Ask me for anything you like,” the king said to the girl, “and I 
will give it to you.” 23 He even vowed, “I will give you whatever you ask, up to half my kingdom!” 
 
24 She went out and asked her mother, “What should I ask for?” Her mother told her, “Ask for the head of John 
the Baptist!” 25 So the girl hurried back to the king and told him, “I want the head of John the Baptist, right now, on 
a tray!” 
 
26 Then the king deeply regretted what he had said; but because of the vows he had made in front of his guests, 
he couldn’t refuse her.27 So he immediately sent an executioner to the prison to cut off John’s head and bring it to 
him. The soldier beheaded John in the prison,28 brought his head on a tray, and gave it to the girl, who took it to 
her mother. 29 When John’s disciples heard what had happened, they came to get his body and buried it in a 
tomb. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON (ELW p. 189) 
The assembly stands 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Holy Spirit, Enter In (ELW 786)  

 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178).  

 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page as the gifts are brought forward. 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)  

 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today July 21 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Kami Poppen Patsy Ernst 

Technology  Dave Poppen Paula Casper 

Hospitality Del & Sue Hughes Dave & Kami Poppen 

Worship (Altar Care) Nancy Bruns Nancy Bruns 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week. 

For more information about our life  in Christ, visit: 
www.wbbethany.org 
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