Give us

this bread

always

JOHN 6:34

August 4, 2024
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power;
perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself.
He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and
through that relationship to know the one who sent him.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter).
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father,

and of the +F Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW665)
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2 See how he sends the pow’rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -r1y; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round - ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sus” glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Music: WOITKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and
this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4,9-15

A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s saving
work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculously meets their
needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat.

A reading from Exodus.

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. ° The Israelites
said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and
ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
4Then the LORD said to Moses, “l am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go
out and gather enough for that day. In that way | will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”
°Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he
has heard your complaining.”” '* And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. ' The LORD spoke to Moses and
said, "2 “l have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that | am the LoRD your God.””

'3 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around
the camp. *When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as
fine as frost on the ground. " When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not
know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 78:23-29

%S0 God commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven,
% raining down manna upon them to eat
and giving them grain from heaven.
% So mortals ate the bread of angels;
God provided for them food enough.
% The LoRD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens
and powerfully led out the south wind,
%7 raining down flesh upon them like dust
and flying birds like the sand of the seas,
28 letting them fall in the midst of the camp
and round about the dwellings.
2 So the people ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16

Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry whose goal is equipping
the saints and building up Christ’s one bodly.

A reading from Ephesians.

1 therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, ?with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, * making every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. “ There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
the one hope of your calling, ® one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ¢ one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all.

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it is said,

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;

he gave gifts to his people.”

% (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the
earth? " He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all
things.) "' The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, '?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, " until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ. *We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine,
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. ' But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, '® from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself
upin love.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL: John 6:24-35

Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the
countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they themselves got into the
boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

2 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come
here?” % Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 2 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for



eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 22 Then they
said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” % Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 3° So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so
that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 3! Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, |
tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread
from heaven. 3 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” ** They
said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

% Jesus said to them, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Mark Pries
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 474)
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sat - is - fied; in Christ’s pres - ence the loaves will a - bound.
liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and be - lieve in the truth you have heard.
ev - 'ty breath, praise the one in whom you are re - born.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, BREAK NOW THE BREAD:; Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas
Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below, “Hear Our
Prayer” (ELW 178).
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956
Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING (ELW p. 190)
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping

online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is

gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn on the next page as the gifts are brought forward.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 190)

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) See next page.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6107_m
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191)
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated.



COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus
Christis their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion
may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191)
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What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
0y . .
(A ] [T N 1 N N [T | |
™ I P e I N N | | I
oD 14 oL ¢ J [ 1)
J & —

1 What feastof love 1is of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
What light of truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?

What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?

This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.

Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.



I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RSM

Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191)

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING SONG God Be With You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536)
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I God bewith you till we meet a- gain; by good coun-sels guide,up-hold you,
2 God be with you till we meet a- gain; ho - ly wings se-cure-ly hide you,
3 God be with you till we meet a- gain; when life’s per - ils thick con-found you,

with a shep-herd’s care en - fold you;
dai - ly man - na still pro - vide you; God be with you till we meet a- gain.
put un-fail - ing arms a - round you;

Refrain
0 ‘ p— .
[ | 0
- - I g® N I S I
e . . ~ jd, ”
Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je - sus feet;

till we meet, till we meet, God be withyou till we meet a - gain.

BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Goin peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today August 11
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Toni Dodds Amber Marsh
Hospitality (Greeter) Al & Claudia Beyer John & Linda Black
Technology Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Dale Swenson
Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper




Thank you, Pastor Mark Pries, for leading
worship and proclaiming the good news
this morning.

Pastor Chad will be out of the office
July 29-August 11. If you have an emergency
requiring immediate pastoral care, please

contact Paula @ 319-331-9456.

,GOD’S WORK.
~ OUR HANDS:

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

07 Wednesday . +
Faith Formation
Grades 3-8

Save the date Sunday September 8, 2024
to join the congregation in making a
positive impact in our community.
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Submit your apparel order to Jess
Fonseca by August 14, 2024
T-Shirt $13
Baseball Hat $23

Family Kickoff
(Parents and Students)
Wednesday, September 4
6:30-3:30 PM

Questions, Ideas and Orders
can be sent to
paulsen.jess@gmail.com

Pizza will be served.
RSVP to pastor@wbbethany.org

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
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