June 9, 2024
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Introduction to the day

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed.
He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism
have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we
sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PREDLUDE
LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

The assembly stands.

GATHERING SONG Lead Me, Guide Me (ELW 768) See next page.
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GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in
him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Simple Gifts/Pachelbel’s Canon.”



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes responsibility for their
sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as a
messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ.

Areading from Genesis.

8Adam and Eve heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.°But
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” "®"He said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” ""He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” '?The man said, “The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” "*Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” “The LORD God said to the
serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
5 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130

'Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;

20 LoRrD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

3If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LoRD, who could stand?

“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.

5l wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

%My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.

70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

8For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for us. So we do not
despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises
to bring us into eternal life.

A reading from Second Corinthians.

3Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—*I believed, and so | spoke”—we
also believe, and so we speak, “because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. *Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends
to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

8So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day
by day. "For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
measure, '®because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seenis
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

*For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-possessed can
cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] *°and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could not even
eat. 2'When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his
mind.” 2And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the
demons he casts out demons.” 2And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? ?If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2°And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. ?°And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he
cannot stand, but his end has come. 2’But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

2“Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; *but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—for they had
said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

$Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. %?A crowd
was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for
you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 3*And looking at those who sat around him, he


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/File/Download?atomCode=STANZA_6094_m

said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 3®Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON (ELW p. 189)
The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In (ACS 950)
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WHEN THE SAINTS, African American spiritual

APOSTLE’S CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below, “Hear Our
Prayer” (ELW 178).
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping

online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)
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OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace I bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) See next page.
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Go in peace. Christis with you.
Thanks be to God.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today June 16
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Pat Cassabaum Wayne Frauenholtz
Technology Jill Taylor Dale Swenson
Hospitality Stacy Beyers Linda & John Black
Worship (Altar Care) Marsh Family Marsh Family

N

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:

www.wbbethany.org
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updates, please send your email
address to our Administrative

Assistant Paula Casper Incoming Preschool- 6th Grade
(blcsecretary@Icom.net).

Dinner served at 5:30 pm

bit.ly/bethanyvbs24

Volunteers Needed!
Sign-up here: bit.ly/blcvolunteer24
ign-up here 1 ly. . 2

Land Acknowledgement

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,
Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we l

give thanks for their presence here since time ‘ ‘\ Eva n g e | | Ca I
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honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and I_Uthe ra n Ch U rCh
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