
 

 

 

 

June 16, 2024 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
 
 
Introduction to the day 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We’d 
expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not 
the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree 
into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It 
may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). 
The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 



PRELUDE 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

The assembly stands. 
Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) See next page. 
 
 



 

 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
Let us pray. 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that 
we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s royal 
family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy 
temple. 
 



A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 
 1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human perspective 
but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new 
creation. 

A reading from Second Corinthians. 
 



6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all 
of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been 
done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and 
was raised for them. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of 
sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26 Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, while 
he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand how it happens. 28 The earth 
produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes through, then the heads of wheat are formed, and finally 
the grain ripens. 29 And as soon as the grain is ready, the farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the 
harvest time has come.” 
 
30 Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate it? 31 It is like a 
mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds, 32 but it becomes the largest of all garden 
plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.” 
 
33 Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as much as they could understand. 34 In 
fact, in his public ministry he never taught without using parables; but afterward, when he was alone with his 
disciples, he explained everything to them. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON  
 



The assembly stands. 

HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn on the next page, 
“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178). 



 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE (ELW p. 189) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING (ELW p. 190) 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping 
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the oVering is 
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190) 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE (ELW p. 190) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 190) 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly is seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white grape 
juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 
Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion 
may come forward for a blessing.  
 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



By Your Hand You Feed Your People (ELW 469) 

 
 

As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 191) 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

 
 

BLESSING (ELW p. 192) 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 



 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today June 23 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Wayne Frauenholtz Phil Hougen 

Hospitality (Greeter) Linda & John Black Anne & Jamie Fetzer 

Technology  Dale Swenson Dave Poppen 

Worship (Altar Care) Scott & Amber Marsh Scott & Amber Marsh 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 
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