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Sunday, May 12,2024
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in
John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he
and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,

interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also
await. Come, Holy Spirit!

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly stands.
Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By

grace you have been saved. In the name of *t Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392) See next page.
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1 Al-le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
2 Al-le - lu - ia! Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our
4 Al-1le - lu - ial! King e - ter - nal, Loord om - nip - o -
5 Al-1le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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Zi - on thun - der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were O’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our  great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun - der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
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out of ev - 'ty na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er- more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - ’ry na - ton has re - deemed us by his blood.”
GREETING (ELW p. 184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188)
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us
from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby one of the members
of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Judas’s
treachery and death.

A reading from Acts.

'® In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty
persons) and said, "*“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—'"for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.” 2'So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, #?beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from
us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 2So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. *Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 2°to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 2And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.

4It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

*Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son of God believes in
the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life.

A reading from First John.

°If we receive human testimony; the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has
testified to his Son. °Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son.
"And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. ?Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

3 write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have
eternal life.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GOSPEL: John 17:6-19
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his disciples and for all
who would believe in him through their words.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] ¢“l have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; 8for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth
that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °l am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. "°All mine are yours, and
yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. ""And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one,
as we are one. "*While | was with them, | protected them in your name that you have given me. | guarded them,
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. "*But now
| am coming to you, and | speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in
themselves. 'l have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the
world, just as | do not belong to the world. "*l am not asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to
protect them from the evil one. "®They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. ""Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. ®As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the world.
YAnd for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Son of God, Eternal Savior (ELW 655) See next page.
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,

2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;

4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion, bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who,throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of
grant,

plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 189)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord in your mercy." Those worshiping respond with the hymn below, "O Lord Hear My
Prayer" (ELW 751)
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I «call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
AMEN

PEACE (ELW p. 189)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those worshipping
online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 190)

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING (ELW p. 192)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace * bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Thine the Amen (ELW 826) See next page.
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1 Thine the  a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ry in the night no more dy -ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the  earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -ty yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E. Schalk, b. 1929

Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 192)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship.

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of:

Today

May 19

Music JillBarnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Beth Kaufman Al Beyer
Minister of Technology Paula Casper Jill Taylor

Worship (Altar Care)

John & Linda Black

John & Linda Black




Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed the
stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in Christ, visit:
www.wbbethany.org

SAVE THE DATE

ool 00 s AT BETHANY

Preschool - Grade 3 Monday July 15-

Thursday July 18
5:30-8pm

Dinner served

May 5 & 19

8:30 - 9:15 AM

hil teri hool
LAST CLASS UNTIL FALL ldienenisi e b v Bhne

through 6th grade welcome!

Land Acknowledgement Qraduation Recognition

DURING WORSHIP ON MAY 19 (9:30 AM)
Come celebrate with our graduates:
Chloe Klabo and Auron Marsh

Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,

Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we
give thanks for their presence here since time
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and

honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and - 3
continue to call this land their home. N‘ B
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Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under
license # SB135727.

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 184); Text and Music © Lutheran book of worship admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174); All Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, Admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881); Text © 1939,1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg
Fortress under license # SB135727.

We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449); Text © John B Geyer. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
SB135727.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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