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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. Please respond with the words printed in bold. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us 
from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. 
They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but 
when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 

A reading from Numbers. 

4From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but 
the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 
we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned 
by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” 
So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it 
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, 
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 
bronze and live. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
for God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
3gathering them in from the lands; 
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
through their sins they were afflicted. 
18They loathed all manner of food 
and drew near to death’s door. 
19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
and you delivered them from their distress.  
20You sent forth your word and healed them 
and rescued them from the grave. 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
and your wonderful works for all people. 
22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. 
We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a 
reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



A reading from Ephesians. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich 
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)  

 

GOSPEL READING: John 3:14-21 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture 
passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were 
healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not 
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to 
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, 
so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 

SERMON            
 

 

 

 

 



The people of God stand. 

HYMN Amazing Grace (ELW 538) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn on the next 
page, “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).  

 



 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank 
you! After the offering is gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are 
brought forward. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.208).   
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

HYMN Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (ELW 848) 

 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!  
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall following worship. 

 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today March 17 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Patsy Ernst Jill Barnhart 

Minister of Technology  Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz 

Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper 

Ministers of Hospitality Dave & Kami Poppen Beth & Kent Kaufman 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

 
 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed 
the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 
SB135727. 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) Text and Music ©1985 Prince of peace publishing Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727. 
Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 

 

There will be no Lent Service this week due to Spring break. 
Please join us Wednesday, March 20th for our final prayer 

around the cross service prior to Holy Week. 
We gather for a meal at 6:00 PM followed by  

prayer around the cross at 7:00 PM. 
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