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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
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PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

Hymn Open the Eyes of My Heart 
Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, 
I want to see You. 
Verse 
To see You high and lifted up, 
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love; 
as we sing holy, holy, holy.  
 



Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, 
I want to see You. 
 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up, 
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love; 
as we sing holy, holy, holy.  
 

Bridge 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy; 
Holy, holy, holy, 
I want to see You 
CCLI Song # 2298355 
Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11408087 

GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make 
us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be 
made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

 
 

 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:21-31 
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will 
bring them to freedom is the God who created the world, the God who 
subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are weary. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



21Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from 
the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads 
them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught, and makes the 
rulers of the earth as nothing.  

24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken 
root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the 
tempest carries them off like stubble.  

25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy 
One. 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who 
brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because 
he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 
 

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from 
the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 147:1-11, 20c 
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 
 How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, 
 and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
3The LORD heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
4The LORD counts the number of the stars 
 and calls them all by their names.  
5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; 
 there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 
6The LORD lifts up the lowly, 
 but casts the wicked to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 
 make music upon the harp to our God, 
 



8who covers the heavens with clouds 
 and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the 
mountains.  
9God provides food for the cattle 
 and for the young ravens when they cry. 
10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 
 and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 
11but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, 
 in those who await God’s steadfast love.  
20c Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse 
people. Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges 
as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good 
news of Christ with others. 

A reading from First Corinthians. 

16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an 
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For 
if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am 
entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in 
my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make 
full use of my rights in the gospel. 

19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, 
so that I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order 
to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though 
I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To 
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free 
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside 
the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it 
all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:29-39 
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from 
oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. 
Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He 
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, 
and she began to serve them. 

32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the 
door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast 
out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him. 

35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 
deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions 
hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is 
searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, 
so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to 
do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their 
synagogues and casting out demons. 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



The people of God are seated. 
SERMON            

The people of God stand. 

HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond 
with the hymn below      “O Lord Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).  

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts as they are needed to continue the work of the 
church. For those worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on 
our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is gathered, 
we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

The people of God stand. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.   
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the 
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request. All gathered who believe Jesus 



Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion with 
repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us 
forth in service and to proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and 
adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing.  

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  
Lamb of God (ELW p.191) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Eagles Wings (ELW 787)  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



In the Singing (ELW 466) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The people of God stand. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body 
and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and 
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



HYMM I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860) 

 
SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

Please join us in the fellowship hall for coffee and refreshments. 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today February 11 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation 

(Lector) 

Phil Hougen Mike Fryauf 

Minister of 

Technology  

Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz 

Ministers of 

Hospitality  

Anne & Jamie Fetzer Wayne Frauenholtz 

Worship (Altar 

Care) 

Cindy Knoop Cindy Knoop 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                        
                       

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as 
Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are 
welcome here. Please join us again next week. 

For more information about our life  in 
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay up to date with happenings from 
around the Southeastern Iowa Synod by 

signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit:  
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/ 
 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727. 
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Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com; CCLI License # 11408087. 
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843); Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512); Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing 
Church, Inc. admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
In the Singing (ELW 466;) Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
On Eagles Wings (ELW 787); Text and music © 1979 OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission 
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Choir News 

The choir will resume rehearsal 
Wednesday February 7th at 6:15 PM.  

https://seiasynod.org/
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/
http://www.ccli.com/

