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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand. Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
HYMN How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)
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2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
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like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”



GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us
the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old
couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will
miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of
God'’s promise.

A reading from Genesis.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “l am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And | will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous.” *Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for
me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °No longer shall
your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 8l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings
shall come from you. ‘I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after

you.

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. 81 will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:23-31

23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.

24For the LorD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LorD’s face hidden from them;

but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.

25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.

26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

28For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.

2Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.



30Their descendants shall serve the LORD,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

31They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LoRD has acted!”

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not
through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing
children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.

A reading from Romans.

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *°For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

18For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ’as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 1°He
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2°No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave
glory to God, 2!being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 2?Therefore his
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 2>Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written
not for his sake alone, ?*but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead, 2®who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for
our justification.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:31-38

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time
what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that
Jesus will travel.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.®?He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 23But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”



34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3°For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3®For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 3’Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 3Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.
SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (ELW 802)

[0 I
[ | " T n T " — T ]
) | | | [ I I [ I | | | I I | ]
| | | 1 R | I
| &
J o * 4 [
I Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly dic with Je - sus. Sinceby deathhe  con-quered death,
4 Let us al-so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead

through a world that would de-ceive us  and to sin  our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,

Ny . ;
oted—d [ plerp r s 4 S JIT T T
J LE P 1

On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all  dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gatc of hecav-cn.
in your pres-ence con-stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.

Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to Kknow.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith-ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN. Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn on next
page.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

D)

The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank
you! After the offering is gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are
brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) See next page.



http://www.wbbethany.org/
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

D in any form prohibited without ion or valid license from copyright administrator

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538)
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to make of all the earth a

fra - ter - nal.

bet - ter place to live.
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0 &
(DA . 1 [ == I 5 | I D | — 1 I
13 1 I 1 1‘7 | | Il I | o
J T
un mun - do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jor;
to do what we were meant to do in Je - sus’ name;
0 u ‘ \ [r——
— li[ I\; I | | |
1) 1] | 1 r } * 1 [ 1 1= .
4 r e o
me ha to - ca-doa mi ha - cer - lo vrea - li - dad.
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.
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Help wus, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today March 3
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Courtney Heid Kami Poppen
Minister of Technology Dale Swenson Dave Poppen

Worship (Altar Care) Cindy Knoop

Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper

Ministers of Hospitality Howard & Terry Moss

Dave & Kami Poppen

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The

camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.




Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as Jesus welcomed

the stranger, we believe all are welcome here. Please join us again

next week. For more information about our life together in Christ,
visit: www.wbbethany.org

with Bethany Lutheran Church

Preschool - Grade 3
To grow so deep in Christ
March 3 10 2q through worship, education, and
9 9 fellowship that we celebrate by
8:30 9:15 AM reaching out to others.
WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM

4th Sunday
Community meal.

Join us for the Land Acknowledgement
4 Community meal tonight.
w Bethany Lutheran is located in the original and
ancestral homelands of the lowa, Sauk, Fox,

Kickapoo and Oceti Sakowin peoples, and we

5:00-6:00PM in the Great Hall!

Everyone is welcome.

give thanks for their presence here since time
) immemorial. We also wish to recognize and
/ & honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and

continue to call this land their home.
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Please join us this Wednesday!
We gather for a meal at 6:15 PM followed by
prayer around the cross at 7:00 PM.

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
SB135727.

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (ELW 802) Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth Text © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) Text and Music ©1985 Prince of peace publishing Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.

Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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