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PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Hymn Open the Eyes of My Heart 
Chorus (Repeat twice) 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord            
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, 
I want to see You.      

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up, 
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love; 
as we sing holy, holy, holy.  

Chorus (Repeat twice) 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, 
I want to see You. 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up, 
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love; 
as we sing holy, holy, holy.  

Bridge 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy; 
Holy, holy, holy, 
I want to see You. 

CCLI Song # 2298355 
Paul Baloche 
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11408087 

 
 



GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of 
temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be 
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

 
 

 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by 
flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to 
divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all 
creatures. 

A reading from Genesis. 

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again 
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make 
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set 
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is 
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 25:1-10 
1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to 
save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ. 

A reading from First Peter. 

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205) 

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he 
might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 
SERMON            
 
 
 



The people of God stand. 

HYMN Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below      
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).  

 



Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank 
you! After the offering is gathered, we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward. 

The people of God stand. 

HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we 
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.   
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain 
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing.  
 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Want Jesus to Walk With Me (ELW 325)  

 
In The Singing (ELW 466) 

 

Refrain is on next page. 



 
The people of God stand. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redemer (ELW 618) 

 
SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

Please join us in the fellowship hall refreshments. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today February 25 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Dave Poppen Lisa Zimmerman 

Minister of Technology  Dave Poppen Dale Swenson 

Ministers of Hospitality  Del & Sue Hughes Howard & Terry Moss 

Worship (Altar Care) Cindy Knoop Cindy Knoop 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                        
                       

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

     
 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as 
Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are 
welcome here. Please join us again next week. 

For more information about our life  in 
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org 

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The 
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar. 

Fourth Sunday Community Meal 

Sunday February 25 -- 5:00 to 6:00 PM 

Please join us for a wonderful meal and great fellowship! 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
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Stay up to date with happenings from 
around the Southeastern Iowa Synod by 

signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit:  
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/ 
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