January 14, 2024
2" Sunday after Epiphany
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand. Please respond with the words printed in bold.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power
of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

SONG Here | Am to Worship

Verse 1

Light of the world,

you stepped down into darkness,
opened my eyes, let me see.

Beauty that made this heart adore You,
hope of a life spent with You.

Chorus

So, here | am to worship,

here | am to bow down,

here | am to say that You're my God.

And You're altogether lovely,

altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.

Verse 2

King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
glorious in heaven above.

Humbly You came to the earth You created,
all for love's sake became poor. Chorus
Bridge

And I'll never know how much it cost

to see my sin upon that cross.

And I'll never know how much it cost

to see my sin upon that cross. Chorus



GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits
you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day
praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the
divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to
respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.

A reading from 1 Samuel.

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LorD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD,
where the ark of God was. “Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!” *and ran
to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went
and lay down. ¢The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” ‘Now Samuel did not yet know

the LoORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived
that the LORD was calling the boy. °Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak,
for your servant is listening.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18

'LORD, you have searched me out;

O LoRrbD, you have known me.

2You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

*You trace my journeys and my resting places
and are acquainted with all my ways.

‘Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,

but you, O LORD, know it altogether.

*You encompass me, behind and before,

and lay your hand upon me.

sSuch knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that | cannot attain to it.

BFor you yourself created my inmost parts;

you knit me together in my mother’'s womb.

“l will thank you because | am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and | know it well.



sMy body was not hidden from you,

while | was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;

all of them were written in your book;

my days were fashioned before they came to be.

“How deep | find your thoughts, O God!

How great is the sum of them!

8|f | were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death
of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect
the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.
A reading from First Corinthians.
2All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but | will not
be dominated by anything. #*“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will
destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for
the body. “And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Should | therefore take the members of Christ and make them members
of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” ’But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with
him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins
against the body itself. *Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 2°For you were bought with a price; therefore
glorify God in your body.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people of God stand.
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GOSPEL READING: John 1:43-51
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s
friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” “Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” “Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.” “When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” ®“Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, ‘| saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” “*Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” *°Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw



you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” :And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you,
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The people of God are seated.
SERMON
The people of God stand.
HYMN Here | Am Lord (ELW 574)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“O Lord Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you!
After the offering is gathered, the people of God stand and sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought
forward.



http://www.wbbethany.org/

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart  be good soil, o-pen 1o the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,  where love can grow and peace 15 un-der-stood.
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When my heart 15 hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart 15 lost,  lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860)
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Texr: Adracan American spirilinsl
Musie: JESUS LIFTED ME. African Amefican spiritual

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news of great joy for all people! You are loved!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Ministers of: Today January 21
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Wayne Frauenholtz Del Hughes
Minister of Technology Paula Casper Dale Swenson
Worship (Altar Care) Shawn & Tonya Samuelson Shawn & Tonya Samuelson
Ministers of Hospitality Paula Casper

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as

Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are

welcome here. Please join us again next week.

For more information about our life together in
Christ, visit: www.whbethany.org
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Stay up to date with happenings from around
the Southeastern Iowa Synod by signing up
for the weekly E-News. Visit:
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/
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Annual Meeting Wednesday

Sunday, January 21, 2023
Remember, a “vm"%t&rem%rgpg%er our Constitution FAITH FURMATIUN
and Bylaws is defined as: Grades 3-8

£8.02.c Voting members are confirmed members.
Such confirmed members, during the current or ]anuarg 10,7,24,5]
preceding calendar year, shall have communed in Come have fun, get to know each
this congregation and shall have made a other, sing, dance, pray, and grow
contribution of record to this congregation. (LChilst al ST e cornsl
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