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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
RINGING OF BELL
The people of God stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence is kept for reflection.)

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HYMN Here | Am to Worship
Verse 1

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made

This heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

Chorus

So here | am to worship

Here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God
And You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

Verse 2

King of all days

Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came

To the earth You created

All for love's sake became poor

Bridge

And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross

And I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross



GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in
your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for
us. God created and continues to create new life.

A reading from Genesis.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ?the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the

waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29

!Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,

ascribe to the LoRrD glory and strength.

2Ascribe to the LorD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LorD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

4The voice of the LorD is a powerful voice;

the voice of the LoORD is a voice of splendor.
>The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6the LorRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

'The voice of the LORD

bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LoRp sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
110 Lorp, give strength to your people;

give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never
heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit
comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

A reading from Acts.

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where
he found some disciples. ?He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into
what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” °On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ®*When Paul had laid
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
’altogether there were about twelve of them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. °And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild

honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8l have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 1°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The people of God are seated.
SERMON



The people of God stand.

HYMN This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now (ELW 448)
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1 This is the Spir - it’s en - try now: the wa - ter and the word,
2 This mir - a-cle of life re - born comes from the Lord of breath;
3 Let wa - ter be the sa-cred sign that we must diec each day
4 Re-new-ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol-1'wers of his way.

that wash-es us through all our days. Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933
Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional
Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Ame

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of

God’s creation.

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below
“O Lord Hear My Prayer” (ELW 751).
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, an - swer me.
or The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God.
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O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and lis - ten to me.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life.
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Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.orq). Thank
you! After the offering is gathered, we sing the hymn below as the gifts are brought forward.

The people of God stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast 1o come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.


http://www.wbbethany.org/

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,

est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread,; and the power, and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.



The people of God are seated.
COMMUNION

Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white
grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy Communion
with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened,
forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to proclaim the good
news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Every Time | Feel the Spirit (ASC 942)
Refrain
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in my heart, I  will pray. Ev-'ry time I feel the
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1 Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
2 .. All a - round me looked so fine,
3 . Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
5 Refrain
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . . ... my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) See next page.



Refrain

Spir - it, Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness

call-ing and  free; Spir - i, Spir-it of rest-less-ness,
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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I Youmoved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,
4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:
and when they were blind - ed  with i - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - 'y you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see Vvi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
Refrain
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . . bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley

Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortiess.

The people of God stand.
PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God bhlesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



HYMM God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW 673)

God, whose al - might -y word cha-os and dark - ness heard

1
2 Christ,who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and  bless-ed three, glo-ri-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

SENDING

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Please join us refreshments and fellowship in the fellowship hall.
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today January 14

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Al Beyer Cheryl Boerjan
Minister of Technology Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz Dave Poppen
Worship (Altar Care) Shawn & Tonya Samuelson Shawn & Tonya Samuelson

This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X (formerly Twitter). The
camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space and beyond extending to the altar.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as
Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are
welcome here. Please join us again next week.
For more information about our life together in
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org

Stay up to date with happenings from
around the Southeastern Iowa Synod by
signing up for the weekly E-News. Visit:
https://seiasynod.org/follow-us/
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Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 21, 2023
after worship
Remember, a “Voting Member™ per our Gonstitution
and Bylaws is defined as:

(8.02.c Voting members are confirmed members.

such confirmed members, during the current or
preceding calendar year, shall have communed in
this congregation and shall have made a
contribution of record to this congregation.

TO GROW SO DEEP IN CHRIST
through worship, fellowship, and education that we celebrate
by reaching out to others.
This Pie chart reflects the 2023 budget distribution: Worship — 40%, Education — 20%, & Fellowship — 12%.
Through These ministry programs the Holy Spirit is at work feeding our faith, growing us in Christ and
inspiring our evangelism programs where we reach out to others and share our gifts.

We are asking for your support to help us sustain and grow the mission component of the pie chart in 2024
by increasing vour weekly offering commitment.

Global and
Support local
13% missions
15%

Stewardship
& Fellowship
12%
Faith formation
(youth and...

Worship and
Music
40%

We have many ways for you to give and 3 easy and quick options are:

e Online with the blue “Give Now” button on our website. Visit wbbethany.org.

e Our automated giving program through Vanco. This is a great way to automatically set your financial
gifts throughout the year. The sign-up forms can be found on our website or contact our Administrative
Assistant Paula Casper, or our Financial Secretary Claudia Beyer and they can provide you the forms.

e Sunday’s offering plate in worship.
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To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and

. y fellowship that we celebrate by
Visit our virtual ' reaching out to others.

prayer wall

Southeastern lowa Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
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