
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 5, 2023 
All Saints Day 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE 
RINGING OF BELL 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES AS CHOIR SINGS “TO WORSHIP YOU” 
WELCOME 
 
 

 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

HYMN Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423) See next page. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 



                                                                                                                                 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the 
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow 
your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
 
 

 
 
 

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor 
during a time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful 
the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory. 
A reading from Revelation. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the 
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out 
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day 
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water 
of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 34:1-10, 22 
1I will bless the LORD at all times; 
 the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2I will glory in the LORD; 
 let the lowly hear and rejoice.  
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
 let us exalt God’s name together. 
4I sought the LORD, who answered me 
 and delivered me from all my terrors. 
5Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 
 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 



6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 
 and saved me from all my troubles.  
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 
 and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
 happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 
 for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 
 but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 
22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 
 and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3 
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out 
of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that 
we shall see God as God really is. 

A reading from First John. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, 
we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 

 



GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 5:1-12 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are 
blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those 
who seek wealth, fame, and control over others. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of  
 heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you  
 falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same  
 way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 
MESSAGE 

HYMN Blest Are They (ELW 728) See next page. 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE SAINTS 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have called your saints to ventures of which we cannot 
see the ending, by paths yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give 
us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 
only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 



In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are given a new identity in Christ and 
sealed with the cross of Christ forever. We give thanks for this gift and the 
newest saints of Bethany baptized since last All Saints Day: Addison 
Wombacher and Hazel Perkins. 

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life, we remember and 
give thanks for those saints who have gone before us in faith, especially 
members of Bethany who have died since last All Saints Day: Bob 
Pedersen, Herb Friis, Butch Pedersen, Jim Racey and Russell Grout. 

A moment of silence is held. 

On this day, we remember that while sinners we are also saints called by 
God to do God’s work and be the presence of Christ in the world. Our 
journey of faith is lived in community together and we are strengthened, 
comforted, and nurtured through one another. Today, we recognize and 
give thanks for the senior saints among us, those 80 and over: Marvin Brick, 
Karen Brick, Joanne Brookshear, Alda Buresh, Bonnie Conner, Marilyn 
Crow, Jerry Dodds, Patricia Ernst, Norman Fitzgerald, Janice Fitzgerald, 
Frank Frostestad, Dorothy Holmes, Phil Hougen, Diane Hougen, Kent 
Kaeser, June Madsen, Richard Madsen, Ronald Madsen, Wauthena Noe, 
Delores Paulsen, Betty Slach, Alberta Sweat, Paul Weismann, and Deanna 
Weismann, and Evie White. 

Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of heaven and earth. We give 
thanks to you for these elders among us. We are graced by their 
wisdom and touched by their knowledge and faith. Bless them, O God, 
as they are a blessing to us. Pour out your Spirit, that these elders 
may continue to dream dreams and testify to the Light of their 
salvation, Jesus Christ. May we find inspiration in their years of 
faithfulness and follow their example by serving you with 
steadfastness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond 
with the hymn below “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)  



 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of 
the church. For those worshipping online please visit our website 
(www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" button on the home 
page. Thank you! 

The priesthood of all believers stands as the offering is brought forward. 

HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. By the witness of the saints, you show us the hope of 
our calling, and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may 
delight in your mercy, and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the 
saints, with all the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The priesthood of all believers is seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the 
center of the tray contain white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-
free wafers are available upon request. 

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to 
come to Holy Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ 
forgives our sins and guides our lives. Strengthened, forgiven, and 
nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not 
take communion may come forward for a blessing. 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 
 

 

What Feast of Love (ELW 487) See next page. 
 



 
 

The priesthood of all believers stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly 
food. In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, the 
body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, 
to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you 
with singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



HYMN Give Thanks for Saints (ELW 428)  

 
SENDING 
Go in peace beloved and precious saints! Proclaim the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today November 12 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Kami Poppen Patsy Ernst 

Technology  Dave Poppen Paula Casper/Dale Swenson 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes) Cadence H & Cozette S  

Hospitality (Greeter) Del & Sue Hughes Howard & Terry Moss 

Worship (Altar Care) Del & Sue Hughes Del & Sue Hughes 

 This worship is being streamed live via Facebook and will be posted to our Website and X 
(formerly Twitter). The camera captures anyone in the first few pews of our worship space 
and beyond extending to the altar. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 8 

7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with 

Breakfast 

9:00 AM – Women’s Circle 

6:15 PM — Choir practice 

6:30 PM — Faith Formation  

Thursday, November 9 

6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study 

1:00 PM — Quilting Group 

Sunday, November 12 

9:30 AM — Sunday Worship 

10:30 AM — Fellowship 
 

Ministry Opportunities This Week 

Thank you for worshipping with us 
today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 

stranger, we believe all are 
welcome here. Please join us again 
next week. For more information 
about our life  in Christ, 

visit: www.wbbethany.org 

file:///C:/Users/Paula/Dropbox/Shared%20Files/Bulletins/Bulletins%20in%20Progress/2023/2023%20Done/www.wbbethany.org
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