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September 24, 2023
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA)



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES
CHOIR “To Worship You”
RINGING OF BELL
WELCOME
The people of God stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things
we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

HYMM Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (ELW 401) See next page.
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Njo - o kwe-tu, Ro-ho mwe-ma, M - fa-ri -ji we - tu.
1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.
2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 Guide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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Tu - fu- ndi- she ya mbi - ngu - ni, - we wa-tu wa - pya.
It’s your lead-ing  that we're need-ing, help us to fol - low you.
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.
Mo - ti- vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NJookWETU, RoHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila
English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING (ELW p.184)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The people of God are seated.
CHOIR ANTHEM “At Home Let There Be Love”

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God
decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more
angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing



shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t |
be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

A reading from Jonabh.

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. *He prayed
to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my
own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 2And now, O LORD,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” “And
the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” >Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He
sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

%The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. ‘But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head
of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is
better for me to die than to live.”

‘But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And
he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” *°Then the LORD said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. **And should |
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:1-8
I will exalt you, my God and king,

and bless your name forever and ever.
’Every day will | bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.
SGreat is the LORD and greatly to be praised!



There is no end to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

°| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

*They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and | will recount your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

®The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the
outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel

and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel
mission.

A reading from Philippians.

2For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ??If | am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 23| am
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better; 2*but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for

you. 2°Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue
with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, ?6so that | may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

270nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind
for the faith of the gospel, ?8and are in no way intimidated by your
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2°For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—
30since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear
that | still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The people of God stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned or
deserve.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ?After
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out again
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ®And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no
one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘“You also go into the vineyard.” 8When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to
the first.” "When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received
the usual daily wage. *°Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. *And
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, *?saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; |
choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. **Am | not allowed to
do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because |
am generous?’ 18So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



The people of God are seated.

SERMON
The people of God stand.

HYMN In Christ There is No East or West (ELW 650)
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In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,

In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;

Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.



Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond
with the hymn below “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752)
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
In your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people of God are seated.
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of
the church. For those worshipping online, options on ways to give are found
on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! After the offering is
gathered, we sing the people of God stand and sign the hymn below as the
gifts are brought forward.

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

ndt Hanson, b. 1950
OIL, Handt Hanson
085 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond
to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191).
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
BENEDICTION “To Worship You”

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Immediately following worship, we will gather in the small fellowship hall

downstairs to give thanks for the Hope Chest ministry as we bring it to a
close. Then join us refreshments and fellowship in the large fellowship hall.
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OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Ministers of: Today October 1
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart
Proclamation (Lector) Paula Casper Paula Casper
Minister of Technology Jill Taylor Cole Crosthwaite & Tate Frantz
Worship (Altar Care) Dave & Kami Poppen Kent & Beth Kaufman
Ministers of Hospitality Stacy Beyer John & Linda Black

| Thank you for worshipping with us today. Just as

Jesus welcomed the stranger, we believe all are

welcome here. Please join us again next week.

For more information about our life together in
Christ, visit: www.wbbethany.org

CPR/AED Training

This Sunday
September 24
4:00 PM

Join us to learn how to use our new
AED and also how to perform CPR.

Training will take place in the large
fellowship hall.

Then join us for the fourth Sunday community
meal at 5:00 pm.

Seockpy Ll

Join us for the Community meal tonight.
5:00-6:00PM in the Great Hall!
Everyone is welcome.
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fellowship that we celebrate by
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To grow so deep in Christ
through worship, education, and

reaching out to others.

ATTENTION PEOPLE OF GOD

We are going to update our church directory!
I will be taking pictures after worship on October 8th and
15th. If these dates do not work for you please contact me to
make other arrangment's. If you already have a digital photo
of your family you would like used please send it to
blcsecretary@lcome.net before October 15th. If your mailing]
address, email, or phone number has changed please send
me the updated information before October 15th.
Please call me with any questions.
Paula Casper 319-331-9456
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8:30 - 9:15 AM
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