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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do 
good and save many lives. 
A reading from Genesis. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive 
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the 
crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to 
them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; 
I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to 
them. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
PSALM 103:8-13 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
9you will not always accuse us, 
 nor will you keep your anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
 nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
 so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that 
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 
A reading from Romans. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also 
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us 
will be accountable to God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
    The people of God stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times.” 
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 
to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When 
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until 
he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 



The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 
SERMON 

The people of God stand. 
HYMN Where Charity and Love Prevail (ELW 359)  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW P.105) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with the hymn below 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (ELW 752) See next page. 



 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" 
button on the home page. Thank you! The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward. 
OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life 
And so, with the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

The people of God are seated. 
COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain 
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 



HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here is Bread (ELW 483) 

 
 

 
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484) See next page. 



 
 

The people of God stand. 
PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. By 
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
HYMN Go, My Children, With My Blessing (ELW 543) See next page. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



 
 

SENDING 
Go in peace! Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall. 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Ministers of: Today September 24 
Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 
Proclamation (Lector) Cheryl Boerjan Del Hughes 
Minister of Technology  Paula Casper Jill Taylor 
Worship (Altar Care) Dave & Kami Poppen Dave & Kami Poppen 
Ministers of Hospitality Nancy Bruns Stacy Beyer 

         

               
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, September 20 
7:00 AM — Men’s Bible Study with Breakfast 
Thursday, September 21 
6:00 AM — Women’s Bible Study 
1:00 PM — Quilting Group 
Sunday, September 24 
9:30 AM — Worship  
10:30 AM — Fellowship 
5:00 PM — 4th Sunday Community meal 
 

Ministry	Opportunities	This	Week	

Thank you for worshipping with us 
today. Just as Jesus welcomed the 

stranger, we believe all are welcome 
here. Please join us again next week. 
For more information about our life 

together in Christ, visit: 
www.wbbethany.org 
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